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Though It Tarry, Wait 
By David Woodward 


ISION must wait on God 
To have His will 
.Done in the hearts of men 
While they are still; 
If time seems overlong 
And bright hopes die, 
God’s Word will give us light 


And answer why. . 


God’s Word to us is, “Wait; 
There shall yet be 

What you_and I desire 
To see set free.” 

Let us not rush ahead 
Of His own hour 

In which to show the scope 
Of Heaven’s power. 


The call of God is strong 
In hearts of those 

Who will but follow by 
The way He goes, 

A way that covers ground 
Within a man 

And then sweeps out to do 
His larger plan. 


Rules for C ft 


Victorious ae has its divine and 
human sides. Y“+ given believers 
His Holy Spirit tao ice wable us to walk 
worthy of our callingty yet there are im- 
Peratives in the New Testament; there 
are many things we are told to do in 
His Strength. We are told to “fight the 


good fight of faith” (1 Tim. 6:12), to set 
our “affection on things above, not on 
things on the earth” (Col. 3:2), to “walk 
in the Spirit” (Gal. 5:16). Among the 
remarkable testimonies given by the 
Apostle Paul was this: “I have learned, 
in whatsoever ‘state I am, therewith to 
be content. I know both how to be 
abased, and I know how to abound: 
every where and in all things I am in- 
structed both to be full and to be hun- 
gry, both to abound and to suffer need” 
(Phil. 4:11, 12). True, he added that he 
could do all things through Christ, but 
this does not mean that he never made 
any conscious effort to control his own 
thoughts or followed certain principles 
which he had found helpful. Five rules 
for contentment were given perhaps a 
hundred years ago by E. B. Pusey (1800- 
82). He translated Augustine’s “Con- 
fessions,” was regius professor of He- 
brew at Oriel College, Oxford, and, with 
his friends Newman and Keble, held 
some erroneous ideas on the Thirty-nirte 
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Articles of the Anglican Church. But 
his views on contentment were sound 
and they are given herewith in the hope 
that many readers may find them use- 
ful: “If we wished to gain contentment, 
we might try such rules as these: (1) 
Allow thyself to complain of nothing, 
not even of the weather. (2) Never 
picture thyself to thyself under any cir- 
cumstances in which thou art not. (3) 
Never compare thine own lot with that 
of another. (4) Never allow thyself to 
dwell on the wish that this or that had 
been, or were, otherwise than it was, or 
is. God Almighty loves thee better and 
more wisely than thou dost thyself. (5) 
Never dwell on the morrow. Remember 
that it is God’s, not thine. The heaviest 
part of sorrow often is to look forward 
to it. ‘The Lord will provide.” If even 
these rules seem too hard to follow, re- 
member what Paul said when he was 
writing on the same subject, “I can do 
all things through Christ which strength- 
eneth me” (Phil. 4: 13). 
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Vill. Helping or Hurting 


by a 


Word 


In the series, “Ourselves and Others,” by H. Clay Trumbull 


FTER all, one’s chief work in the 
A world is liable to be done in an 

incidental or a casual way, rather 
than deliberately, in.the line of his prin- 
cipal endeavor. We commonly help, or 
we hurt, others more by our instinctive 
expressions of feeling, in hearty or in 
heartless personal words to individuals, 
than by our resolute and thoughtful ef- 
forts to assist the good or to oppose the 
evil in a larger sphere, and on an ex- 
tended scale. And a reason for this 
greater power of our lesser labor is to 
be found in our faiJure to appreciate the 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“For the Lord Ged is a sun and 
shield: the Lord will give grace 
and glory: no good thing will he 
withhold from them that walk 
uprightly” (Psa. 84:11). 




















possibilities of a casually spoken word, 
and our proneness to overestimate the 
worth of our well-considered activities 
and exertions. 

The truth is, that no human being 
ever rises above—or ever falls below (if 
that term be preferred)—the possibility 
of being influenced by a personal word 
of sympathy or of rebuke, and of being 
measurably uplifted or depressed by 
such evidences of the approval or the 
disapproval of his fellow men. He may 
have official station, social position, 
fame, popularity, wealth, friends, in 
such fullness of degree as to seem to 
put him beyond the possibility of being 
helped or hurt by a word; but so long as 
he has a heart, that heart can be touched 
by a single expression of loving or grate- 
ful interest in himself personally, or 
stung by an unmistakable assurance of 
the hostility or dislike of any one person 
whom he knows. 

There is always a certain vagueness, 
to a man’s own mind, in his general rep- 
utation, and in the implied commenda- 
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tion that his success, as a whole, in his 
peculiar sphere, can give to him; but 


there is a reality that no man can ques- _ 


tion in the face-to-face word of a 
brother man. And when the latter has 
come home to him, the former is in a 
sense forgotten. The word that -is, is, 
for the time being, more potent than all 
the words that might be. 

It would not be easy to name a man 
more thoroughly self-centered and self- 
reliant than Napoleon Bonaparte. And 
yet it is a matter of history that, while 
yet a subaltern struggling with difficul- 
_ ties and suffering for lack of sympathy, 
he turned from life in despair, and was 
on the very point of suicide. As he was 
gloomily finding his way to the river’s 
bank in the dusk of the evening, he was 
met by a kind-hearted physician, who 
was attracted by the soldier’s manner, 
and moved to speak a cheery word to 
him. That word led Napoleon to open 
his heart to his new-found friend, and 
the result was a change of purpose— 
with all its vast consequences to human- 
ity. Waiving the question whether 
Napoleon’s life was of larger gain or of 
larger loss to the world, can it be 
doubted that that one kindly word of 
the warmhearted physician was more 
potent in its sphere than any well- 
planned exertions of that physician in 
the realm of his chosen profession? 

Long since the days of Napoleon, 
there was a man of kindly heart and 
generous spirit, who actually gave his 
whole self to others in sincere desire to 
shed light and cheer on those about him. 
Gradually his health gave way, and 
finally he became crippled and de- 
formed by disease. He suffered more 
than others knew, from want of sym- 
pathy; yet he was seemingly so calm 
and unconcerned, that those who would 
have spoken to him loving words of 
grateful appreciation, had they fully re- 
alized his need, permitted him to hun- 
ger for such words hopelessly. 


“A face may be woeful-white to cover a heart 
that’s aching; 

And a face may be full of light over a heart 
that’s breaking!” 

Finally, when he had just all that he 
could bear in the burden of his loneli- 
ness, and in the sorrow of his seeming 
life-failure, that sad-hearted and weary 
man was passed on the street by a 
mother and her children. 

The children were startled at his pe- 
culiar appearance; and -the mother, 
thoughtlessly, spoke out a word of sneer 
over his deformed person. It was only 
a word, but it entered his soul like a 
burning iron. If it had come to this, 
that. he was now only a terror to the 
little ones on the street, what had he to 
live for? He turned back to his lonely 
home. He brooded over that incident. 
One kindly, approving word might then 
have saved him. But that word did not 
come; and in sheer despair he destroyed 
his own life. 

“Lost for want of a word! 
A word that you might have cae. 


Who knows what eyes may be 
Or what hearts may be aching and broken?” 


Nor is it alone in such life and death 
emergencies as these that a word has 
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power for good or for ill. Your pastor 
needs a word of thanks from you. Your 
wife needs more hearty and explicit 
words of loving praise from you than 
you are wont to give her. Your children 
need such words afresh with each new 
day. So it is with your teacher; and so 
it is with your pupils. So, also, with 
your partner, and so with your clerks, 
and with your servants. And the more 
highly favored, and the best loved, of 
your friends, may even now be suffering 
from the lack of a few hearty and out- 
spoken words, in expression of the con- 
fidence and respect and affection which 
you do not fail to feel, but which you 
have not recently felt called upon to 
give utterance to anew. Now, as in 
the days of Socrates, “such as thy words 
are, such will thy affections be es- 
teemed,” and now, as always, 


“Words of affection, howsoe’er express’d 
The latest spoken still are deemed the best.” 


And, on the other hand, 
“Some syllables are swords.” 


A thoughtless word of impatience, or of 
censure, or of criticism, or of seeming 
indifference to another’s interests, may 
give such pain as you would not will- 
ingly inflict upon an enemy, and may be 
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a means of depression and of grief be- 
yond your imaginings. 
The By timed — we might have kept— 
Who knows 
The word we had not sense to say— 
Who knows how grandly it had rung? a 
—Edward Bowland Sill 


There are marvelous possibilities in a 
word of kindliness, as there are mar- 
velous possibilities in a tear of sympa- 
thy. The ancient Orientals had such a 
sense of the worth of tears shed in sor- 
row for another, that at their funeral 
assemblies it was the custom of a priest 
to go about among the mourners with a 
piece of cotton in his hand, with which 
he carefully collected the flowing tears, 
to squeeze them into a tiny bottle, that 
they might be preserved religiously. 
And there were those who held “that in 
the agony of death when all medicines 
have failed, a drop of tears, so collected, 
put into the mouth of a dying man, has 
been known to revive him.” There is a 
truth symbolized in this belief, as in 
many another legend of a false religion. 
A tear of sympathy has saved more than 
one from death. Its lack has caused the 
death of more than one. 

We have no need of bottled tears for 
the help of the despairing. But we have 

(Continued on page 560) 








NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 


What Is “That Blessed 
Hope”? 


When I read Paul’s Letter to Titus, 
it seems to me that the theme of the 
Epistle is godly living in hope of eter- 
nal life. From the introduction to 
Titus 8:7, I find no break in the talk 
about godly living in hope ef eternal 
life. Right in the midst of this talk 
about godly living in hope of. eternal 
life, we find 2:13 which speaks about 
“that blessed hope.” To me, that verse 
also speaks about hope of eternal life. 
But I am told that I am wrong, that 
the “blessed hope” is the’ hope that 
the Rapture will come before the Trib- 
ulation. They say it could not be the 
hope of eternal life, because eternal 
life is a reality, not a hope. So I read 
the Epistle over several times, trying 
to find some mention of the Tribula- 
tion, direct or indirect, and failed. 
Then I tried to figure out what would 
suggest such a thought and utterly 
failed. Yet I know that nearly every- 
body teaches that the blessed hope is 
the hope that the Rapture is to come 
before the Tribulation. Would some- 
one. like: to explain what they find 
which suggests such a thought?—A 
Michigan reader. 


It cannot be proved from Titus 2:13 
alone that the Rapture will come before 
the Tribulation. But there is reason for 
believing that the “blessed hope” and 
the second coming of Christ are one and 
the same thing in this verse. Conybeare 
and Howson translate it, “Looking for 
that blessed hope, the appearing of the 
glory of the great God, and our Saviour 
Jesus Christ”; and the translations and 


the notes of Arthur Way, Weymouth, 
Moffatt, and the Companion Bible agree 
with this. 

The Bible teaches that there will be a 
time of great tribulation, referred to as 
“the time of Jacob’s trouble” (Jer. 30:7); 
and Paul says of believers, “For God 
hath not appointed us to wrath,.but to 
obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus 
Christ” (1 Thess. 5:9). When Paul wants 
to comfort the Thessalonians he refers 
to the second coming of Christ, and the 
first event he mentions after Christ's 
descent from Heaven is the resurrection 
of believers who have died and then 
immediately the rapture of living be- 
lievers (1 Thess. 4:16, 17); and he con- 
cludes, “Wherefore comfort one another 
with these words.” It has often been 
pointed out that there would be little 
comfort in looking for the Great Trib- 
ulation. . 


If one wants to place the hope of 
eternal life above the hope of the Rap- 
ture, that is certainly one’s privilege. It 
is probably true that many of us now 
living must pass through death, and so 
we look forward to eternal life, which 
we have received as a gift by faith in 
Christ (John 5:24; 10:28, 29). You are 
not required by God’s Law to think pri- 
marily of the second coming of Christ; 
but it is a most encouraging hope, and 
shortly before died he said, 
“Henceforth o? laid up for me a 
crown of right _ses8, which the Lord, 
the righteous judge, shall give me at that 
day: and not to.me only, but unto all 
them also that love his appearing” (2 
Tim. 4:8). 


ow sharp it pierced and stung? 
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The Revival of Israel—Is It of God? 


Applying Ezekiel’s prophecy to 
present-day events 


students of prophecy taught that 

the Jews would return to the 
Promised Land and that their return 
would take on the form of a stage-by- 
stage restoration; exactly what we are 
witnessing today. It would begin with 
the stirring of the “dry bones,” as Ezekiel 
foretold, and it would be a national re- 
vival in which the people would return 
largely in unbelief. 

It had to begin this way because there 
was nothing left but dry bones; and 
these dry bones had to take on flesh, 
blood, nerves, etc., before God would 
breathe His spirit into them. This is 
dearly seen from Ezekiel 36: 24-28; “For 
I will take you from among the heathen, 
and gather you out of all countries, and 
will bring you into your own land. 
Then will I sprinkle clean water upon 
you, and ye shall be clean.” 

The “then” proves that it would be 
only after, and not before they are set- 
tled in the Land, the Lord will give 
them new hearts. 

This same truth is brought out even 
more vividly in the 37th chapter where 
we are told of the prophet’s vision. We 
read that first the bones were dry and 
scattered. The Lord asked the prophet, 
“Son of man, can these bones live?” 
And he answered, “O Lord God, thou 
knowest.” Here again we see the vari- 
ous stages of the restoration. First, 
there is to be a coming together of the 
bones, then they are to be covered with 
sinews, then flesh, then skim and finally, 
the Lord would breathe His spirit into 
them. Is this not an exact picture of 
what is happening today to the dry 
bones of Israel? | 

And yet, is it not strange that in the 
light of this, some of our friends ex- 
pected Israel’s spiritual rebirth to take 
place before there was a physical re- 
birth? 


Li before the Zionist movement, 


Returning in Unbelief 

But the prophet made it clear that 
they are to return to their own land in 
unbelief, and only after a period of 
chastisement will they repent and come 
back to God. “Therefore thus saith the 
Lord God; Because ye are all become 
dross, behold, therefore I will gather 
you into the midst of Jerusalem. As 
they gather silver, and brass, and iron, 
and lead, and tin, into the midst of the 
furnace, to blow the fire upon it, to melt 
it; so will I gather you in mine anger 
and in my fury, and I will leave you 
there, and melt you. Yea, I will gather 
you, and blow upon you in the fire of 
my wrath, and ye shall be melted in the 
midst thereof. As silver is melted in 
the midst of the furnace, so shall ye be 
Melted in the midst thereof; and ye 
shall know that I the Lord have poured 
out my fury upon you” (Ezek. 22: 19-22). 
The Prophet Jeremiah tells us that 





By JACOB GARTENHAUS, D.D., Litt.D. 


By way of introduction to this arti- 
cle, Dr. Gartenhaus pointed out that, 
just as there were those in New Tes- 
tament times who doubted and were 
perplexed—as Nicodemus, John the 
Baptist, the disciples on the Em- 
maus road—so there are those today 
who cannot bring themselves to be- 
lieve that prophecies relating to Is- 
rael and the Land are actually be- 
ing fulfilled. In this article Dr. 
Gartenhaus gives considerable evi- 
dence that things are happening in 
Bible Lands according to God’s plan. 
Dr. Gartenhaus is founder and presi- 
dent of the International Board of 
Jewish Missions, Inc., Atlanta. Its 
official organs are “The Everlasting 
Nation,” for Christians, and “The 
Mediator,” for Jews. The chairman 
of its Advisory Board is Dr. Robert 
G. Lee, the well-known pastor, writ- 
er, and Bible teacher of Tennessee. 








following their return, there will be “a 
voice of trembling, of fear, and not of 
peace. Alas! for that day is great, so that 
none is like it: it is even the time of Ja- 
cob’s trouble, but he shall be saved out 
of it” (Jer. 30:5, 7). 

The Prophet Daniel also tells us that 


‘Israel is to pass through a time of trou- 


ble “such as never was since there was 
a nation even to that same time” (Dan. 
12:1). 

Likewise Zechariah tells us of the 
gathering of the nations to battle 
against Jerusalem (Zech. 12:8, 9). And 
it is during this great battle, as Ezekiel 
and other prophets tell us, that Israel 
will realize her great sins and cry out in 
repentance. “Then shall ye remember 
your own evil ways, and your doings 
that were not good, and shall lothe 
yourselves in your own sight for your 
iniquities and for your abominations” 
(Ezek. 36:31). “And I will pour upon 
the house of David, and upon the inhab- 
itants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace 
and of supplications: and they shall 
look upon me whom they have pierced, 
and they shall mourn for him, as one 
mourneth for his only son, and shall be 
in bitterness for him, as one that is in 
bitterness for his firstborn” (Zech. 12: 
10). And it will be at that time that 
“there shall be a fountain opened to the 
house of David and to the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness” 
(Zech. 13:1). Then the Saviour will be 
revealed to them. “And one shall say 
unto him, What are these wounds in 
thine hands? Then he shall answer, 
Those with which I was wounded in the 
house of my friends” (Zech. 13:6). 

We have clearly seen what God's de- 
sign is in regard to Israel. But to those 
who are expecting something more spec- 
tacular to happen as evidence of God's 
hand in the present return of Israel to 


their Promised Land, let us call their at- 
tention to the first two “restorations” of 
Israel as recorded in God’s Word. 

1. From the Book of Exodus we learn 
that the Israelites who returned to their 
Promised Land from Egypt were far 
from being a people of saints. On the 
contrary, they were a benighted, rebel- 
lious, idolatrous horde who more than 
once clamored to return to the land of 
bondage, and who in a moment of 
weakness exchanged the God who mi- 
raculously redeemed them for one of the 
Egyptian gods, a golden calf. We won- 
der whether our doubting friends would 
not have seen in that restoration merely 
an invasion of a peaceful country by 
half-wild, runaway slaves. But as we 
look back we certainly see that those 
people were unconsciously serving God 
and fulfilling prophecy. And ultimately 
God used them to produce the Holy 
Scriptures which have proved to be the 
greatest blessing to mankind. 

2. And now let us have a look at the 
second restoration. Who were those Is- 
raelites who returned to the land of 
their fathers from the Babylonian cap- 
tivity? From the books of Ezra and 
Nehemiah we ‘see that there was noth- 
ing spectacular about that restoration 
either. Nor were these Israelites more 
saintly than those who returned from 
the Egyptian bondage or those returning 
today in the third restoration. Only an 
insignificant number returned from 
Babylon; most of, them, if not all, were 
poor with just a few beasts of burden 
carrying their meager belongings. They 
knew but little of God’s Word and 
obeyed it even less. But again as we 
look back we find that out of this peo- 
ple emerged the Maccabees, who by 
their heroism and fervor proved to the 
world that the God of Israel was the 
only true God, and that the idols of the 
Gentiles were dead. And later from 
this very people cdme forth the rod out 
of the stem of Jesse, the Saviour of the 
world, and His apostles; and they helped 
to produce the books of the New Testa- 
ment. 


The Third Restoration 

Now after thousands of years, we are 
all convinced that the first as well as 
the second restoration was in accord- 
ance with God’s plan and purpose. 

But there are still those honest 
doubters. who find it difficult to see the 
hand of God in this third restoration be- 
cause it is not accompanied by any 
spectacular events. However, if it is 
miracles that our friends desire to see, 
all they need do is open their eyes and 
attune their ears, and they will see and 
hear them. Let us call attention to a 
few events that might serve as an ex- 
ample of the miraculous way in which 
God has been dealing with Israel. 

Following the murder of six mil- 
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, 
lion Jews by the Nazis and their 
allies, there remained a remnant of 
frightened, shocked, half-demented, 
nervous wrecks, some blind, some deaf, 
some lame, some totally paralyzed, 
maimed in body and mind. What were 
these helpless and hopeless wrecks who 
emerged from their hiding places, pris- 
ons, and concentration camps to do? 
Where were they to go? The nations 
of the world could not digest them. 
One place only was open to them and 
that was the ancient land of their fa- 
thers. And it was to that land that 
these decrepit, morbid creatures turned 
for refuge. 

But the land, like the people, had 
been dry, desolate, and forsaken for 
nineteen centuries. And it was that 
land that they began to rebuild; and re- 
building it, they were at the same time 
rebuilding themselves. Were they per- 
mitted to work in peace? No, by no 
means. They were surrounded by im- 
placable enemies who were determined 
to annihilate them. And just as in the 
time of Nehemiah, everyone had to 
work with one hand and carry in the 
other a weapon for defense. According 
to all the laws of nature, Israel, en- 


_ gulfed by the turbulent sea of the Arab 


world, should have vanished, but in- 
stead they were preserved not by the 
laws of nature but by the hand of God 
—the same hand that guarded them 
through all their long eventful history. 

As soon as the State of Israel had 
been proclaimed, im May, 1948, the 
whole Arab world started a war with 
the purpose of annihilating the Jews 
and destroying the state, and, humanly 
speaking, there was nothing to prevent 
them from accomplishing this end. 
They had the men and the weapons 
with which to do it, while Israel had 
neither the men nor the weapons for 
defense. The seven Arabic states— 
Egypt, Syria, Lebanon, Trans-Jordan, 
Iraq, Saudi Arabia, and Yemen—had 
sent their well-equipped armies against 
tiny, defenseless Israel. And these forty 
million Arabs, supported by hundreds of 
millions of Moslems from all over the 
world, could not prevail against this 
small state of less than one million in- 
habitants. . 

What more is needed to convince any- 
one that the hand of God is in it all? 
How literally that prophecy has been 
fulfilled, “One man of you shall chase a 
thousand: for the Lord your God, he it is 
that fighteth for you, as he hath prom- 
ised you” (Josh. 23:10; see Deut. 32: 
30). 

Anyone who had been acquainted 
with the land of Palestine a decade or 
two ago, and has again seen the trans- 
formation that has taken place not only 
in the land but in the people as well, 
must be spiritually blind if he cannot 
see the miracle that has been wrought. 
The dry bones of Israel have become 
statesmen, executives, strategists and 
commanders of armies, scientists and 
engineers, expert workers in all 


branches of modern industry and first- 
rate agriculturists. 

These dry bones of petty traders who, 
as their parents, have perhaps never 
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milkéd a cow or held an agricultural 
implement in their hands, or used a 
hammer or handled a weapon or a test 
tube, these “good-for-nothings” have 
(with practically nothing to begin with) 
built up a new modern state with cities, 
villages, farms, factories, roads, canals, 
irrigation systems, harbors, schools (ele- 
mentary and those of the highest 
order), hospitals, and all kinds of in- 
stitutions to help those who need help. 
And since the Arabic onslaught, they 
have, during three or four years, built 
up an army of defense, including an in- 
fantry, air force, and navy, which is 
now considered the best in the Middle 
East. Bear in mind, please, that this is 
the people who have always been stig- 
matized as cowards and slackers. These 
“cowards” have displayed in the de- 
fense of their land and people a hero- 
ism unparalleled perhaps in all history. 

Still another miracle. Money! Jews 
are reputed to be wealthy, and some of 
them are wealthy. But the moneyed 
Jews did not go to Israel; most of them 
who did go went there almost penniless. 
And the building of a land and a people 
required money—billions of dollars! 
And these “paupers” got them—the bil- 
lions! They got them not only from 
their brothers abroad, but also suc- 
ceeded in getting them from foreign 
governments, and mostly from our own 
United States. 

A few years ago, if any dreamer had 
thought up such a plan of international 
loans, he would have been considered 
insane, and perhaps rightly so. Finan- 
ciers and governments do not lend bil- 
lions of dollars to a country like Israel 
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which seems to be on the verge of col- 
lapse and bankruptcy, whose very exist- 
ence is threatened by enemies who 
could wipe it out within a few days; 
that is, if one considers only the laws of 
nature. 

Well, the miracle called Israel is blos- 
soming forth just as God’s Word fore- 
told. General statistics reveal one mir- 
acle after another, and what we are see- 
ing is only the beginning of even a 
greater miracle when Israel will resume 
her mission of world redemption. 

Space does not permit to tell here of 
the unprecedented spiritual awakening 
of the dry bones of Israel. They are 
rapidly shaking off the ugly garments of 
prejudice, distrust, fear, and hatred of 
Christ and Christianity. The Old Tes- 
tament has become the Book of books 
in every school. Even the New Testa- 
ment, which for centuries past has been 
taboo in the Jewish home and society, 
is now being eagerly studied. There is 
still a small group of fanatics who 
cherish the old prejudices against Chris- 
tianity, but these are the exception. 

The Israelis are beginning to be con- 
scious of their future mission. It is still 
in the twilight, but the first rays of the 
Sun of Righteousness are bursting 
through the darkness, and the time is 
not far off when it will appear in full 
glory. 

In conclusion, let me reaffirm to those 
who doubt whether the Jews “who have 
gone back to Palestine are in any way 
serving God or fulfilling prophecy,” that 
they most certainly are serving God and 
fulfilling prophecy. 

ATLANTA, GA. 


Sunday Worship a Must for Theodore Roosevelt 


Why he insisted on regular and prompt attendance 


T MAY very well be that President 

Eisenhower’s loyal church attendance 
can be laid, in some degree at least, to 
the intense interest that President Theo- 
dore Roosevelt had in regularly going to 
church. Mr. Eisenhower readily admits 
his love and admiration for the “Rough 
Rider.” A portrait of Teddy hangs on 
Ike’s White House office wall. That 
Sunday worship is a wholesome and 
necessary experience is a conviction 
common to both of these Presidents. 

Since the day of his confirmation 
in St. Nicholas Collegiate Reformed 
Chureh in New. York City, Mr. Roose- 
velt, the centennial of whose birth is 
now being celebrated nationally, pre- 
ferred worshiping in a congregation of 
that tradition. The Reformed Church 
in America was a very small group, 
however, and in many cities and com- 
munities Teddy was unable to find such 
a congregation. For instance, there 
wasn’t then and there isn’t now a 
church of that denomination in the na- 
tion’s capital. But, believing that ev- 
eryone should be in church on the 
Lord’s Day, Mr. Roosevelt worshiped 
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somewhere, be it Methodist, ‘Baptist, 
Presbyterian, or whatever. 

“I know all the excuses for not going 
to church,” he once wrote for a national 
magazine. “I know that one can wor- 
ship the Creator and dedicate oneself to 
good living in a grove of trees, or by 4 
running brook, or in a man’s own house 
as well as in church. But I also know 
as a matter of cold fact the average 
man doesn’t thus worship.” 

Teddy was so convinced about this 
that he prepared a pamphlet called, 
“Nine Reasons for Going to Church,” 
which was widely circulated. 

Mr. Roosevelt’s reverence for the 
Lord’s Day can be glimpsed from the 
fact that, to his mind, anyone who 
would substitute the Sunday newspaper 
for the Scriptures had a low type of in- 
telligence. 

“What could interest men who find 
the Bible dull?” he once asked. “The 
Sunday newspaper? Think of the dif- 
ference there must be in the: mental 
make-up of the man whose chief read- 
ing includes the one, as compared with 
the man whose chief reading is repre- 
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sented by the other—the vulgarity, the 
shallowness, the inability to keep the 
mind fixed om any serious subject, 
which is implied in the mind of any 
man who cannot read the Bible and yet 
can take pleasure in reading only litera- 
ture of the type of the colored supple- 
ment of the Sunday paper! 

“No, I am not speaking against ‘the 
colored supplement of any paper in its 
place; but, as a substitute for serious 
reading of the Bible, it represents a type 
of mind which it is gross flattery merely 
to call shallow!” 

Mr. Roosevelt rarely missed a Sunday 
morning service during the eight years 
he spent as a communicant member of 
Grace Reformed Church in the nation’s 
capital. While this congregation bore 
the name Reformed, it was affiliated 
with the English branch of the Re- 
formed Church in the United States and 
not with the denomination to which 
Teddy and his forebears belonged. Mr. 
Roosevelt said he selected Grace con- 
gregation as his church home in Wash- 
ington because it once had been iden- 
tified with the church of his fathers, and 
he gained real satisfaction from wor- 
shiping there. He was that loyal to 
churchgoing that he even attended one 
Sunday while suffering a sprained an- 
kle. On another occasion, an attack of 


_pleurisy kept the President in bed. His 


boys, according to one of his biog- 
raphers, registered complete surprise 
that there could be anything to make 
their father miss church. 

When he was compelled to be absent 
(he missed only one Communion service 
at the Washington church in those eight 
years), Teddy would send a messenger 
from the White House before the hour 


of worship with a note explaining why 


it was necessary for him to be absent. 
He would ask that the pastor share this 
with the congregation. 

Grace Church members were worship- 
ing in a small Queen Anne style chapel 
when President Roosevelt first attended, 
in 1901. Almost immediately he en- 
couraged them to build ¢ new sanctu- 
ary. They like to remember how he 
tapped the gavel on the cornerstone at 
the cornerstone laying ceremony, July 
1, 1902. The force of his gavel chipped 
off a small piece, which the President 
retrieved and used for a paperweight on 
his White House desk. Grace Church 
members also like to recall how Teddy 
challenged his hearers to extend a cor- 
dial Christian welcome to the immi- 
grants seeking a new home in America. 
This appeal was the substance of his ad- 
dress at the dedication of the new sanc- 
tuary on June 7, 1903. 

Mr. Roosevelt, accompanied by at 
least two Secret Service men, arrived: 
for worship with a promptness that 
drew national comment. Folks often 
Temarked that they could set their 
watches by his arrival, which was just a 
minute before the service began. In the 
earlier days of his attendance at Grace 
Church, he was quite embarrassed by 
being a bit late one Sunday morning. 
He apologized to the head usher and 
Promised that it would never happen 
again. It never did! 
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It.was an inspiration to watch Teddy 
taking an earnest part in the entire wor- 
ship service. He sang heartily every 
hymn. His favorite was “How Firm a 
Foundation.” Among others he liked 
were “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God,” 
and “The Church’s One Foundation.” 
He gave each sermon his undivided at- 
tention. It wasn’t unusual for him to 
whip his notebook out of his pocket and 
make a record of some of the things he 
heard the preacher say. He did this es- 
pecially should the pastor mention the 
case of some person in need. After the 
service, Mr. Roosevelt would secure the 
name and address of that person from 
the pastor’ and then send substantial aid. 

It’s no wonder that Teddy took such 
delight in making puns of the names of 
the members of Grace Church. Just 
look over the field! There were such 
family names as the Beans, Apples, and 
Calliflowers; the Burners and the Bells; 
the Mittens, Kites, and Stones. The 
President must have had a lot of fun 
with Shook and Rouzer. Then there 
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were Klose and Moreland and, of course, 
the Blacks and Browns. But Mr. Roose- 
velt missed by forty years another ex- 
cellent opportunity for punning, for, in 
1949, the congregation ordained a young 


"man to the Christian ministry. His 


name? Carl Marks! 

The church’s task, Mr. Roosevelt be- 
lieved, wasn’t complete until the roots 
of religious experience furnished -by 
worship burst forth in the fruits of vital 
Christian living. “By their fruits ye 
shall know them” (Matt. 7:20), he 
quoted from Christ’s words. “We judge 
a man nowadays by his conduct,” Teddy 
went on, “rather than by his dogma. 
And to keep its hold on mankind, the 
church must, as in the early days, obey 
the great law of service; for the church 
shall not live by ceremony and dogmatic 
theology alone.” 

Mr. Roosevelt said that a _ living 


. church organization, more than any 


other, is a potent force in social up- 
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Preparing Your Lesson 


—and then the pastor walks inl! 


ee E ARE the salt of the earth: but if 

Vas salt have lost his savour, 
wherewith shall it bé salted? it is thence- 
forth good for nothing, but to be cast out, 


and to be trodden under foot of men,” I ° 


quoted from Matthew 5:13, my knees 
shaking. Could anyone guess that I was 
frightened? The pastor had just walked 
into the room where I was teaching. 

“Jesus is here speaking primarily to 
His own disciples, but He is also faced 
with a throng of people, who had come 
to hear Him and to be healed of their 
diseases. No doubt a great number of 
them were Hebrews. He had just given 
them the Beatitudes, and then added, 
‘Ye are the salt of the earth.’” 

At this point I relaxed. I had studied. 
I had prayed. The Lord would see me 
through. Here is the method that I 
used, and I am sure even the pastor 
would have approved. (He compli- 
mented me on the lesson when I was 
through.) 

In any Bible. study it is very impor- 
tant to have at hand a good commentary 
that gives a verse-by-verse explanation 
of the Scriptures. A Bible dictionary is 
also helpful, as well as a complete con- 
cordance. If you are studying a specific 
Book or subject, you should have, if 
possible, helps on this subject, too. And 
don’t forget the humble lead pencil. 

First, sit down with your lesson and 
go over the Scripture verses and medi- 
tate upon them, checking references in 
the center column of your Bible, to see 
if any have any bearing on the lesson 
thought. Mark any reference to which 
you might want to refer. Then turn to 
your commentary and read the expla- 
nation given there, and again follow up 
any and all notes on references given. 
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Mark what you may wish to use. Also 
check your Bible dictionary for the 
fmeaning of, or the origin of, any word 
or words that may have a bearing on 
the lesson. 

On the first reading, you may not 
wish to mark anything. After you have 
gone over all material very prayerfully, 
let it digest. Think it over, and jot 
down any ideas that may come to you. 

Then going over your material the 
second time, probably the next day, 
mark .all important paragraphs, under- 
scoring special phrases that you may 
want to take to class as “gentle re- 
minders.” If possible it is best to have 
at least two or three days to study a 
lesson, mull it over in your mind, ab- 
sorb as much of it as possible. 

A class should always have the op- 
portunity for open discussion as this 
will bring out new thoughts and point 
up new angles on the lesson, as well 
as make the lesson more _interest- 
ing. For example, in the lesson on salt, 
ask the uses of salt. You must be pre- 
pared with answers in the event no one 
answers or all the answers are not given. 
Members of the class may say that salt 
is a preservative, or that salt signifies 
purity and prevents corruption. But 
they may not think about salt making 
you thirsty. You, the teacher, may have 


--to contribute that fact. 


Throughout the study of the lesson, 
of course, always seek God's guidance. 
B@fore going to class, ask Him to speak 
through you, that you may be the vessel 
in His hands to be used by Him, that 
His name should be glorified. 

Then, whether your pastor drops in 
or not, your knees will be steady. 


CoL_umsBus, O8IO. 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 6. AUGUST 10. JUSTICE IN GOVERNMENT 


Deuteronomy 16:18-20; 17:14-20; 2 Samuel 23:1-8; 1 Kings 2:1-4; 3:1-14; Amos 5:11-15; Romans 
13:1-8; printed text, Deuteronomy 16:18-20; Amos 5:12-15; Romans 13:1-7 


Golden Text.—He that ruleth over men must be just, ruling in the fear of God. And he shall be as the light of the 
morning, when the sun riseth, even a morning without clouds.—2 Sam. 23:3, 4 


THE KING JAMES VERSION 


Deut. 16:18 Judges and officers shalt thou make thee in all 
thy gates, which the Lorp thy God giveth thee, throughout 
thy tribes: and they shall judge the people with just judg- 
ment. 

19 Thou shalt not wrest judgment; thou shalt not respect 
persons, neither take a gift: for a gift doth blind the eyes of 
the wise, and pervert the words of the righteous. 

20 That which is altogether just shalt thou follow, that thou 
mayest live, and inherit the land which the Lorp thy God 
giveth thee. e 


Amos 5:12 For I know your manifold transgressions and 
your mighty sins: they afflict the just, they take a bribe, and 
they turn aside the poor in the gate from their right. 

13 Therefore the prudent shall keep silence in that time; 
for it is an evil time. 

14 Seek good, and not evil, that ye may live: and so the 
Lorp, the God of hosts, shall be with you, as ye have spoken. 

15 Hate the evil, and love the good, and establish judgment 
in the gate: it may be that the Lorp God of hosts will be 
gracious unto the remnant of Joseph. 


s s 


Rom. 13:1 Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers, 
For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are or- 
dained of God. 

2 Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the 
ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive to them- 
selves damnation. 

_3 For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the 
evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? do that which 
is good, and thou shalt have praise of the same: 

4 For he is the minister of God to thee for good. But if thou 
do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword 
in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute 
wrath upon him that doeth evil. 

5 Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not only for wrath, 
but also for conscience sake. 

6 For for this cause pay ye tribute also: for they are God’s 
ministers, attending continually upon this very thing. 

7 Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom trib- 
ute is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; 


- honour to whom honour. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 
Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by Inter- 
national Council- of Religious Education. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 


HE curse of our day is lawlessness. 
Behind moral delinquency and 
crime lies a flagrant disregard for, 

or-even contempt of, the Law. Law- 
lessness is the essence of sin (cf. 1 John 
3:4, A.S.V.). 

The institution and functions of a just 
human government are here explained. 
A twofold challenge is flung out: to 
those in positions of authority and to 
citizens over whom they rule. The 
judge who demands obedience of the 
people must command the respect of the 
people. 

Romans 13:1-7 is a classic (cf. Titus 
3:1; 1 Pet. 2:13, 14). The apostles did not 
teach political rebellion. They taught 
that human authority is divinely or- 
dained as part of God’s total govern- 
mental program. Paul and Peter lived 
in the days of the Emperor Nero, a ne- 
farious, debauched, ruthless murderer. 
Yet they declared that even the existing 
authorities were instituted of the Lord. 
They were not thinking particularly of 
those then in office, but of an eternal 
civic principle. 

The challenge to rulers is to deal 
justly, honorably, and impartially. Fair- 
ness in judgment must spring from 
hearts that genuinely loathe wickedness 
and desire the good. 

The general principle of civic loyalty 
has specific applications. Christians 
have been liberated from the guilt and 
penalty of sin. But, being responsible 


citizens, they still participate in the 


democratic processes of self-rule and 
obey the laws, whether they personally 
advocated or opposed their enactment. 


Verse by Verse 

Deut. 16:18.—“Judges and officers .. . 
in all thy gates ... they shall judge... 
with just judgment.” The government 
of Israel was to be orderly and right- 


eous. “Officers” (shoterim) served cap- 
tains and others as subordinates. (See 
Deut. 1:15; 20:5; 29:10.) At the city 


gates business was transacted, legal mat- 
ters arbitrated, and cases tried (cf. 1 
Kings 22:10; Ruth 4:1-12; Amos 5:15). 
nag 19.—“Thou shalt not wrest judg- 
ment .:. respect persons .. . take a gift: 
for a gift doth blind the eyes .: . and 
pervert the words...” Justice must be 
administered precisely and impartially. 
Bribes are specifically forbidden: they 
affect both sight and speech, for they 
encourage covetousness ard untruth (cf. 
Exod. 23:6, 8). 

Verse 20.—“That which is ... just 
shalt thou follow, that thou mayest live, 
and inherit the land...” Two reasons 
for showing justice are here given: con- 
tinued existence and inheritance of the 
land. Justice is not only a moral virtue 
but also wise strategy. Injustice would 
provoke Israel’s neighbors and prompt 
them to hostility. Loss of Jewish life 
and property would follow. 


Amos 5:12.—“I know your... trans- 








Dr. Woodbridge has praprnee printed, 
loose-leaf outline studies o: the New Tes- 
tament Books. These are for personal Bible 
study and teaching. If aaa write for 
a descriptive folder to Dr. C. J. Woodbridge,’ 
P.O. Box 55, Altadena, Calif. 


bribe .. . turn aside the poor in the gate 

on” Amos, writing some seven. hun- 
dred years after Moses, accuses Israel of 
flagrant disobedience of the laws of 
God. Judges. were guilty of bullying 
and dishonesty. They modified their 
verdicts upon receipt of cash, discrimi- 
nating against the poor. 

Verse 13.—“The prudent shall keep 
silence ... an evil time.” The way of 
wisdom seemed to be silence, for the 
chances of reversing the iniquitous 
trend were slim; and voices uplifted on 
behalf of righteousness would be per- 
emptorily silenced. 

Verse 14—“Seek good . . . that ye may 
live ...the Lord... shall be wth you 
...” Jehovah will have no continuing 
fellowship with evil. Persistence in iniq- 
uity would spell spiritual death; in the 
case of sinning Israel it would soon issue 
in captivity, and for many in physical 
death. 


Verse 15.—“Hate the evil . . . love the 
good ... establish judgment . . . it may 
be that the Lord God .. . will be gra- 
cious unto the remnant . . .” Genuine 


obedience relates to heart as well as 
hand. Justice will prevail when it re-: 
sults from a’ righteous mood. Amos 
pleads: God might yet reveal His for- 
giving grace to the minority who 
hearken to the prophet and return to 
the Almighty. His appeal did not detef 
his listeners from sin. Captivity over- 
took them in A.D. 722. 

Rom. 13:1.—‘“Let every soul be sub- 
ject unto the higher powers ... ™ 
power but of God...” Political author- 
ities and magistrates are part of the ma- 
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chinery of society instituted by God. 
Paul is discussing the ideal state. “Ev- 
ery soul”: Christians have individual as 
well as community responsibility to gov- 
ernment. The “powers that be” are ex- 
isting authorities. 

Verse 2.—“Whosoever .. . resisteth the 
power... the ordinance of God... shall 
receive ... damnation.” God has or- 
dained state as well as church. Other 
things being equal, Christians are loyal 
citizens. Unprovoked rebellion will re- 
sult in judgment (“damnation”) meted 
out by judge or magistrate. 

Verse 3.—“Rulers are .. . a terror to 
... the evil ... do that which is good, 
and thou shalt have praise.” Paul vis- 
ualizes an ideal governmental situation. 
Local exceptions do not change the rule. 
Civic authority theoretically carries out 
the will of God, represses evil, and pro- 
motes and rewards the good. 

Verse 4—“. . . he is the minister of 
God ... if thou do... evil, be afraid; 
for he beareth not the sword in vain... 
he is. ..a revenger ...” Magistrates 
execute divine decrees and represent di- 
vine purposes. The sword was often 
carried in processions as an emblem of 
civic authority. Paul here presupposes 
capital punishment without criticizing 
its validity (cf. Acts 25:11). 

Verse 5.—“. . . ye must needs be sub- 
ject, not only for wrath, but also for 
conscience sake.” Obedience, not revolt, 
must characterize the conduct of the be- 
liever. The moral law written in his 
heart confirms the moral law of the 
land. 


Verse 6.—“. . . pay ye tribute .. . they 
are God’s ministers, attending contin- 
ually ...” Taxes are legitimately paid, 


for the magisterial office is sacred. The 
divine origin of government is here 
affirmed. In verse 4 “minister” is diako- 
nos (“servant”), whence our word “dea- 
con”; here “ministers” are leitourgoi 
(related to “liturgy”), signifying the re- 
ligious aspect of civic control. 

Verse 7.—“Render . . . to all their dues 
... tribute ...custom... fear’... honour 
to whom honour.” Some taxes are on 
persons, some on property. In an ideal 
State civic fees are right and proper. 
Some officials have authority to inflict 
penalties for disobedience: they deserve 
to be feared. Others hold positions 
which lack disciplinary authority: they 
merit the respect of loyal citizens (cf. 
Mark 12:17). 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Magistrates and rulers must realize the 
divine origin of human authority. They 
must emulate the attributes of _God. 
They must be impeccably just and im- 
partial, outlaw discrimination and ju- 
dicial prejudice, spurn bribery, and 
eliminate corruption and simony. Thus 
they prove themselves worthy ef respect 
and obedience. 

By the same token ordinary citizens 
must understand that government is not 
their enemy, unless they are disobeying 
the law; but their friend, protecting and 
furthering their interests. They are to 
submit to law, appreciating the fact 
that those who administer it are fulfill- 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


5. August 3.—Guarding Our, Freedoms. 
Amos 7:10-17; John 8:31-38; Acts 
4:15-20; 5:27-32; Galatians 3:23- 
28; 5:1-25; Colossians 4:1, 7-9; 
Philemon 
Next Week’s Lesson 


7. August 17.—Justice to Minorities. 
Leviticus 19:33-37; Deuteronomy 
23:7, 8; 24:14, 15; Matthew 9: 
9-13; John 4:7-9, 39-41; Galatians 

3 :26-28 








ing the will of God. They are to pay 
taxes and custom duties, and to render 
honor where due. They must know that 
law courts have the authority not only 
to demand obedience but also to punish 
disobedience. They may wince at the 
thought of capital punishment. But 


they have read their Bibles often 


enough to understand that the rule of 
Genesis 9:6 (“Whoso sheddeth man’s 
blood, by man shall his blood be shed”) 
had not been repealed in Paul’s day. 
The magistrate still did not bear “the 
sword in vain” (Rom. 13:4). 

The state, abiding within the confines 
of its governmental jurisdiction, can be 
a real blessing to the church. In Paul’s 
day personal political protection, safety 
on the highways, the Pax Romana (“Ro- 
man peace”) all aided in the advance 
of the Gospel. Grateful Christians in 
turn prayed for the emperor, fulfilled 
their political responsibilities when 
these did not conflict with compunctions 
of conscience, and set high standards of 
loyal citizenship. Believers today must 
follow their noble example. Authorities 
who govern justly in the fear of God, 
and citizens who comply with their reg- 
ulations—these constitute an ideal state. 
(See Augustine’s “On the City of God,” 
which deals with the Christian’s dual 
citizenship.) 


Topics for Development 


Divine and Human Justice. Justice is 
an attribute of God, who governs men 
with scrupulous impartiality. The Al- 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By & J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


N COMMENDING “the powers that 

be” did Paul have in mind the per- 
sonal virtues of Nero? 

2. Why must a Christian be a good 
citizen? 

3. What effect does bribery have on 
justice? 

4. What is the significance of Jewish 
city gates? 

5. What blessings were promised to 
just rulers? 

6. What inner mood must govern the 
administration of justice? 

7. Where does Paul imply the valid- 
ity of capital punishment? 

8. Why is a just ruler a terror to evil? 

9. What two reasons does Paul ad- 
duce for the believer’s subjection to hu- 
man authority? 

10. How were the disobedient tribes 
of Amos’s day punished? 


(Answers on page 560) 
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mighty has ordered that the political 
affairs of men be conducted with jus- 
tice. His commands are absolute. He 
will brook no infringement of His de- 
crees. Why is He so insistent? 

The moral Law, understood in the Ten 
Commandments, was first ordained on 
Sinai, then proclaimed to Israel, and 
then put into effect as regulative of hu- 
man conduct. To promote a society that 
would honor God, it had to be admin- 
istered justly. 

Hence God instituted human author- 
ity, set His seal upon it, granted it 
power to demand obedience and punish 
crime; and supremely to mete out jus- 
tice with unbiased zeal. To the :extent 
that magistrates and rulers fulfill this 
function they are faithfully representing 
the just and righteous will of God. 

The divine arrangement transcends 
any purely human political scheme. It 
surpasses Plato’s “Republic,” for exam- 
ple, for that regime omits consideration 
of divine compulsions and restraints; 
further, it neglects the supreme obstacle 
to the achievement of political order, i.e. 
human sin. God’s governmental plan 
has His purposes and procedures con- 
stantly in view; and it embraces His 
remedy for sin, the blood of the Cross. 

Submission Versus Servility. The ori- 
gin, function, and powers of government 
on the one hand, and the duties of citi- 
zens on the other,.reveal the divine gov- 
ernmental economy. There must be 
authoritative supervision as well as obe- 
dience. The citizen submits himself to 
the divinely appointed order. 

But this does not mean that he is a 
slave. His subjection is reasoned and 
Yoluntary. It has well-defined limits 
which magistrates must respect. 

As long as government is indeed just 
and remains within bounds, submission 
is to be expected. But when it assumes 
prerogatives that belong alone to God, 
seeks to bind the human conscience, or 
interfere with a man’s religious -convic- 
tions, it is trespassing upon the citizen’s 
God-given rights. Like the apostles of 
old, Christians must “obey God rather 
than men” (Acts 5:29). 

Precisely at this point Christians who 
dwell in lands still free are summoned 
to pray for their brethren in less for- 
tunate parts of the world, upon whose 
consciences subtle and diabolical pres- 
sures are being exerted. Justice and 
freedom are priceless treasures. Where 
justice goes out the window, freedom 
soon makes its exit through the door. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The divine institution of government 
(Deut. 16:18; Rom. 13:1, 4, 6) 

2. The function of government (Deut. 
16:20; Amos 5:15; Rom. 13:4, 6) 

3. The authority of government (Rom. 
13: 2, 4) 

4. The duties of the governed (Rom. 13: 
1, 6, 7) 


Practical Applications 
If government is ordained of God— 
and you believe this to be a*fact—do 
you personally go to the polls and vote? 
When political injustice invades your 
community do you exert influence to 
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oppose it within the framework of law 
and order? 

You may regard some taxes as un- 
necessary or unfair. But in spite of this 
do you pay your taxes honestly? 

Do you pray for those in positions of 
authority—that they may be just and 
honorable? Do you implant the spirit 
of obedience in your family? 

The supreme antidote to today’s law- 
lessness is the Christian home. Is your 
home Christian? Does your family altar 
burn brightly? Have you recently read 
Romans 13:1-7 at family prayers? 

As a Christian citizen is your attitude: 
How much can I get away with? or, How 
can I co-operate in the interests of civic 
justice and order? Example: Did you 
speed at eighty miles an hour on the 
highway because you had passed the pa- 
trolman going in the opposite direction? 
Remember: he is a part of “the powers 
that be”! 


Golden Text 

2 Sam. 23:3, 4—‘“He that ruleth ... 
must be just ... in the fear of God... 
he shall be as the light of the morning 
. .. without clouds.” Recognition of the 
presence and will of God is a prerequi- 
site of effective political justice. When 
such justice prevails, the brightness of 
freedom, hope, and opportunity shines; 
and the sullen clouds of tyranny and 
bondage disappear. 

ALTADENA, CALIF. 


BY 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Judges and officers shalt thou make 
thee...” (Deut. 16:18). —God is not the 
God of disorder. He wishes everything 
done with propriety and in orderly 
fashion, not only in the church but also 
in the state. “Confusion worse con- 
founded” would prevail in the world 
were there no judges and bailiffs. Man 
is responsible and privileged to govern 
the world for God. 

There was to be no wresting or undue 
straining of the law to serve some ulte- 
rior end or motive. Bribes were never 
to be accepted because of the blinding 
effect they would exert on the judges. 

I read of a suit that was filed in court 
against a wealthy organization. A large 
sum of money was offered to the man 
who had the damaging evidence, to re- 
main silent. He was told, “You can go 
to Europe and live like a prince with 
that sum.” He replied, “Yes, I could, 
but I would know also that I was a ras- 
cal. I cannat accept your offer.” 


“For I know your manifold transgres- 
sions ...” (Amos 5:12) .—“Transgression” 
can be defined as “a willful stepping 
over a drawn line.” For example, God 
says, “Thou shalt not .. .” but man says, 
“T will.” Many and varied were Israel’s 
transgressions, and her sins mighty. In- 
stead of Israel’s works being mighty, 
strong, Vigorous, and zealous, her sins 
were of that caliber. 

They were mighty in persecuting the 
just, accepting bribes, and browbeating 
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the needy in the gate—the place where 
justice should have been ministered. 

“Civil government is God’s own in- 
stitution,” says Dr. Henry Cowles, “or- 
dained for this very end, to secure jus- 
tice to those who need the aid of gov- 
ernment for this purpose. To balk these 
kind designs of the great God by cor- 
rupting His own earthly tribunals of 
justice must, therefore, be an aggra- 
vated, heinous offense against God—an 
utter abomination in His sight. Let cor- 
rupt rulers think of it! Shall they set 
themselves to frustrate the kind designs 
of God and then think to escape His 
wrath?” 

“It is not possible to found a lasting 
power upon injustice, perjury, and 
treachery. These may, perhaps, succeed 
for once, and borrow for a while, from 
hope, a gay and flourishing appearance. 
But time betrays their weakness, and 
they fall into ruin of themselves. For, 
as in the structures of every kind, the 
lower parts should have the greatest 
firmness—so the grounds and principles 
of actions should be just and true” (De- 
mosthenes) . 

“Seek good, and not evil, that ye may 


live .. .” (Amos 5:14).—It is amazing . 


how sinful some people can act, and 
still insist that the Lord God is with 
them, as Israel was doing at this time! 
But the Lord would have them know 
that before they could truthfully boast 
of having His presence with them, it 
was necessary for them to love the good 
and hate the evil. 

Someone has said (I know not who 
said it), “Every Christian should be a 
workman for God, but no one can be a 
workman for God until he is the work- 
manship of God.” 

Salvation is by grace, through faith, 
without works (Eph. 2:8, 9). But when 
a person is saved in that manner, he is 
God’s “workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus unto good works, which God hath 
before ordained that we should walk in 
them” (Eph. 2:10). All such persons 
can truthfully speak of the Lord’s pres- 
ence with them, for He promised, “I 
will never leave thee, nor forsake thee” 
(Heb. 13:5). , 

“_. . the Lord God of hosts will be 
gracious unto the remnant of Joseph” 
(Amos 5:15).—It was only a remnant of 
the people that hated the evil and loved 
the good—ten out of a hundred, one 
hundred out of a thousand. The Lord 
has always left a remnant to Israel (Isa. 
1:9). “Even so... at this present time 
also there is a remnant according to the 
election of grace” (Rom. 11:5). 

I like the thought which I found in 
Dr. E. B. Pusey’s “The Minor Prophets” 
(Baker Book House, Grand Rapids 6, 
Mich., 2 vols., $7). He says, “Joseph in 
his deeds and sufferings was a type of 
Jesus Christ in whom the remnant is 
saved.” 

“Let every soul be subject unto the 
higher powers. . . .” (Rom. 13:1).— 
We should be subject to them in a three- 
fold way: pay, pray, and obey. We 
should pay the taxes they levy upon us. 
We should obey the laws they make, 
and pray the Lord’s blessing upon them, 
spiritually as well as secularly. 
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Powerful subversive forces are con- 
stantly at work seeking to undermine 
and overthrow our form of government. 
As Samuel said to Israel, we should say 
to our civil authorities, “God forbid that 
I should sin against the Lord in ceasing 
to pray for you” (1 Sam. 12:23). 

The shameful treatment tendered 
Vice-President Nixon recently in South 
America should serve to increase our 
zeal in the important matter of praying 
for the powers that be, at home and 
abroad. 


Wawona, CALir. 
’ 


x 


From the Platform 


By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccEsTep HyMNS 


“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” 
“In Christ There Is No East or West” 
“Jesus Reign” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, Thy Kingdom ruleth over 
all, and we thank Thee that Thy laws so 
largely shape the laws of this land. For 
the Bible and our Saviour we thank 
Thee, too, asking Thee to help us to be 
trustful and obedient children of Thine. 
Bless our land with just and godly 
leaders in every responsible office. 
Bless newcomers to our country and in- 
cline us to receive them kindly and 
helpfully. Make our churches fellow- 
ships of people who are all one in Christ. 
Bless this lesson to us today and help 
us to be doers of its teachings. Let Thy 
mercies come upon the sick and sad, 
the tried and troubled everywhere. 
Give repentance to the sinful, recovery 
to the backslidden, and victory over sin 
to all faithful Christians. Forgive us 
our every sin. Cleanse us from all that 
is evil, and lead us in the way of right 
and of wisdom, for Thy name’s sake. 
Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Our good and our 
happiness depend much on who rules 
over us. Where people are ruled by 
foolish or wicked men, evil things flour- 
ish and life is hard. Our Golden Text 
tells us the sort of rulers we need and 
the good the right kind of rulers ac- 
complish. “He that ruleth over men 





LORD JESUS, 
MY LIFE 
OUR RULERS 
ALL PEOPLE 











must be just, ruling in the fear of God.” 
Those who rule others must always side 
with right. They must also fear God 
and rule in a way that will please Him. 
Rulers who have no thought of God and 
the fact that He is the supreme ruler to 
whom they must answer are likely to 
use their powers in wrong ways. Hitler 
and his associates dealt cruelly and un- 
justly with the Jews of Germany by 
forgetting the Lord. But when people 
have just and godly rulers, the darkness 
of tyranny dies out like the darkness 
before the sunrise. So our text says 
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lesson for August 10 


rightly of the just ruler, “He shall be 
as the light of the morning, when the 
sun riseth, even a morning without 

All this should lead us to do three 
things. First, we should pray for just 
and godly men to govern our own and 
every other land. Second, we should 
pray for the best ruler of all, the Lord 
Jesus, to be enthroned in all the world; 
for “blessings abound where’er He 
reigns.” Third, we should be sure to 
let Him rule our lives now and always. 


CatcarY, ALTA., CAN. 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, when we pass a group of 

convicts working on the road and 
see a guard with a shotgun standing by 
to prevent escape, a feeling of pity sad- 
dens us. “Poor dupes,” we say, “why 
were they so foolish as to break the 
law? Might they not have known they 
couldn’t get away with it?” Yes, they 
knew, but they took a chance. There 
are three branches of law. The first is 
the Law of God as proclaimed in the 
Ten Commandments and elaborated in 
the New Testament. The second is the 
law of nature. The third is the civil 
law, the statutes of our national, state, 
county, and city governments. All three 
are based upon the decrees of God and 
all three have penalties attached for 
disobedience. Ignorance of these laws 
does not absolve us from punishment, 
so we do well to study and thoroughly 
acquaint ourselves with them. 

You fellows may not yet be as much 
interested in civil government as you 
are in baseball, camping out, and ham- 
burgers, but when you grow older and 
begin to have mature responsibilities, 
you will appreciate the title of our les- 
son today: “Justice in Government.” 
Even now you are enjoying the benefits 
of government perhaps more than you 
realize. If you are permitted to drive a 
car, every time you come to a traffic 
light you witness organized government 
protection. It is only when you or the 
other driver disregards it that you are 
likely to suffer—and the offender is sub- 
ject to arrest and a fine. And there are 
many other legal restraints which insure 
to you comfortable and peaceful and 
profitable living—laws that are gener- 
ally accepted and observed. 

Teen-agers are much in the headlines 
today because of a small minority who 
are recklessly breaking the laws by all 


kinds of vandalism and criminal acts.. 


So much so that this has come to be 
termed an age of juvenile delinquency. 
Even 8-, 9-, and 10-year-olds (in isolated 
Cases) are committing crimes that only 
gfown men and women were guilty of 
25 years ago. This is indubitably due to 
the influence of vicious movies, televi- 
Sion scenes, and so-called comics. But 
I believe that the great majority of our 
Young people are getting an education 
and training with the high purpose of 
Making a useful life; and I believe that 
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a very considerable percentage of this 
group—those that have accepted Christ 
as their Saviour—are developing a 
Christian life, which of course is the 
most important of all. It is important 
for them, for the world in which they 
live, and for Jesus Christ, whose they 
are and whom they serve. They are 
often not too serious, but they are look- 
ing beyond their noses; they have a 
vision of the future, maybe somewhat 
vague, but nevertheless purposeful and 
sincere. But, fellows, right here be 
warned. When the Devil sees a purpose 
like that he puts on a special effort to 
wreck it, and sometimes succeeds—may- 
be through overconfidence or a letting 
down in a fellow’s prayer time and 
Bible reading. Let me give you a little 
poem out of my scrapbook to cut out 
and put in yours: 

In the amber glow of a dying blaze 

I was dreaming dreams of other days, 


When suddenly came to my lonely door 
A boy I'd seen somewhere before. 


Standing there in the twilight dim, 
He stared at me, and I at him, 
And I finally said, as as he looked me through, 

“What, my son, can I do for you?” 

“I’m seeking a man,” the boy replied, 

“Who used to live where you reside; 

The name of this man is the name you bear, 
And neighbors of yours on this thoroughfare, 
When ey learned of my quest, 

thought 

I’d find in you the man I sought; 

But those who gave me your address 
Knew you only by name I guess 
For I see that you—though you bear his name— 
And the man I seek are not the same. 


“Por this intrusion, Sir,” said he, 

“Please accept my apology.” 

And I saw the sadness in his face 

As he said os and left my place; 

And wondering who this boy might be, 

A voice in -— dreaming said to me, 
“That bey, old man, who came to your door, 
That boy was you in the days of yore; 
Living still in the afterglow 

Of the dreams 4. dreamed in the long ago; 
Your vanished youth came back to you 

To’ find the man of his dreams come true, 


“His hopes betrayed, his dreams forgot, 

You were not the man that dreamer sought, 
For he was seeking, when he looked within, 
For the other man you might have been.” 


—Andrew BR. Marker 
WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


UR lesson today is called “Justice 
in Government.” The Bible makes 
clear that God demands justice in gov- 
ernment. And the verse we are to 
learn today from Psalm 19 reminds us 
that He is absolutely just: “The fear of 
the Lord is clean, enduring for ever: 
the judgments of the Lord are true and 
righteous altogether” (v. 9). Let us 
study this verse silently, and see who 
will be ready first to repeat it. 

Our God is altogether just, and we 
will see in today’s lesson that He com- 
mands all earthly rulers to be just, too. 

First let us read Deuteronomy 6: 18- 
20. What do we find here about jus- 
tice? (Judges are to judge with just 
judgment. They must not take bribes.) 


Good. These are God’s commands 
through Moses, the great Lawgiver of 
Israel. 

Let us turn next to 2 Samuel 23:3, 4. 
What do we find here about justice? 
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(“He that ruleth over men must be 


just.”) Right. These are the inspired 
words of King David, the psalmist of 
Israel, in his last message to his son 
Solomon, who would rule Israel after 
his death. 

Now we will turn to Amos 5 and read 
verses 11-15. What do we find here 
about justice? (Rulers will be punished 
for cheating the poor, and for taking 
bribes. They should seek good and ‘not 
evil. They should hate the evil and 
love the good.) You paid attention as 
you read these words of Amos, the 
prophet, also inspired by God. 

These three men, Moses, David, and 
Amos, lived hundreds of years apart and 
grew up in entirely different environ- 
ments, yet they all stress the importance 
of justice. That is because each was in- 
spired by God, whose judgments are 
true and righteous altogether. 

A Christian judge tried to be abso- 
lutely fair in his judgments. Evil men 
whom he sentenced hated him. Some of 
them even threatened to kill him. One 
of his worldly friends said to him, “If 
you’d just shut your eyes to some of the 
things these fellows are doing, you 
wouldn’t make so many enemies.” The 
Christian judge answered, “One day I'll 
have to stand before the Judge of all 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 





Sustice tr Governmené 








Za 
Deut, 4-49 


titty. 
hid i 


¥% 20 


tee. 


“Rom.i3: f 
























| 
| 


558 (10) 


the earth to give an account to Him of 
what I did here. God’s approval means 
everything to me! Because of this I 
can put up with the disapproval of evil 
men on this earth.” We need more 
Christian judges like that man. 

But what has this got to do with us? 
We are not judges, nor likely to be. 
There are two reasons why we need to 
consider these verses: (1) When we have 
opportunity to help choose a govern- 
ment official, we should remember that 
whether or not he is God-fearing and 
just is more important than his political 
party. (2) Some day some of you will 
be in responsible positions unless Jesus 
comes first. If you are head of a hospi- 
tal, be absolutely fair to all the nurses 
and patients under you. If you are a 
schoolteacher, be absolutely fair to all 
your pupils. If you are-in business, be 
absolutely fair to all your employees. 
The Scriptures we have read this morn- 
ing apply to everyone who rules over 
others, whether in the government, or 
in some other capacity. 

Next let us read the first eight verses 
of Romans 13. God commands rulers to 
be just; and here He commands us to 
obey our rulers. Verse 3 is significant. 
If we are doing right we need not be 
afraid of a policeman. If we are driving 
carefully, according to traffic rules, we 
need not fear the highway patrol. 

Christians are told to fulfill all their 
obligations to the government and to 
pay all their debts. This prevents their 
having a bad testimony. Christians are 
to be recognized by their love for others. 
This gives them a good testimony. 
Jesus said, “By this shall all men know 
that ye are my disciples, if ye have love 
one to another” (John 13:35). We are 
told, “He that loveth another hath ful- 
filled the law” (Rom. 13:8). Love goes 
beyond justice, but must not be sepa- 
rated from it. If a judge allows his 
friendship for a wrongdoer to make him 
unfair, his friendship is not-worth hav- 
ing. 

God loved the world with infinite 
love, but He did not let that interfere 
with His justice. Instead, He gave His 
only Son “that he might be just and the 
justifier of him which believeth in 
Jesus” (Rom. 3:26). 

When we think of how much it cost 
our holy God to save us sinners, with- 
out ignoring justice, surely we can never 
be unjust in our dealings with others. 
Neither can we have a part in electing 
to office anyone who is not just, whether 
it be president of the student body or 
President of the United States. Let us 
be like the Christian judge who said, 
“God’s approval means everything to 
me.” ° 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Prayer for Our Country 
(1 Kings 3:3, 5-9) 


OD is here! Let us talk #o Him. 
But first listen to a few verses from 
the Bible. They will make you think of 
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something to pray about. (Read from 
the Bible some recent Memory Verses, 
such as Deut. 6:5; Psa. 145:9; 86:5; 1 
Sam. 3:9; Jas. 2:8; Rom. 12:9. Then en- 
courage the children to pray.) Did any 
of you pray for the same things as 
David? (Show the new Memory Verse 
written on blackboard or poster.) 
“Teach me to do thy will; for thou art 
my God: thy spirit is good; lead me into 
the land of uprightness” (Psa. 143:10). 
Whaj are the two things David prayed 
for? (Underline them as each is dis- 
cussed.) God has been teaching you to 
do His will. What verses and ideas that 
we havé learned lately from the Bible 
tell you what His will is? (Review re- 
cent lessons.) Before we leave today, 
He will have taught you something 
more. How far have you got toward 
the land of being fair? God may be 
having difficulty leading you there if 
you do not want to go! Of course, you 
want other people to be fair to you, but 
are you as anxious to be fair to them? 


We want a country where things are 
fair. (Show a picture of President 
Eisenhower.) Read what God told 
David when he got to be king (2 Sam. 
23:3). Deuteronomy 17:18, 19 tells one 
way David was to know how to be fair 
and just. We are glad we have a Presi- 
dent of the United States who honors 
the Bible. David died, and his son 
Solomon became king. One night Solo- 
mon found God was there, right where 
he was! And he could talk to Him! 
What did he pray for? (Read 1 Kings 
3:3a, 5-9.) Did God like that prayer? 
(Read to class vv. 10-13.) Solomon had 
some hard problems to decide! There 
was the case of the two mothers with 
their new babies. One baby died. Each 
mother claimed the living baby was 
hers. Who was right? (Tell the de- 
cision from vv. 16-27.) Our President 
prays for wisdom from God, too, no 
doubt. But do you know, we should 
thank God for him and pray for him, 
and for our other officers, so that things 
will be fair and there will not be riots 
and wars and trouble? (1 Tim. 2:1, 2.) 
Sometime there will be a perfectly fair 
king or president over this world. Do 
you know who that will be? (Isa. 9:6, 
7.) ‘ 

There are officers over smaller parts 
of the country, too. (If obtainable from 
magazines or other sources, show pic- 
tures of a judge with a case before him, 
a policeman, and a schoolboy patrol.) 
God has rules for them about being 
fair (Deut. 16:18-20). Does God have 
rules for you? (Rom. 13:1-4. The vo- 
cabulary here is difficult for Juniors. 
Paraphrase the ideas in simple language, 
and illustrate with a policeman as an 
example of “the higher powers.” Local 
events or the newspaper will furnish 
up-to-date incidents within the pupils’ 
experience or understanding of police 
aid and of punishment for juvenile de- 
linquency. This morning’s paper tells 
of a thirteen-year-old boy who killed a 
six-year-old girl. I wonder: “Who did 
sin, this [boy] . .. , or his parents,” or 
his Sunday school teacher if he had 
one?) God’s will is made plain in Titus 
3:1. Will you follow it? 
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And when you are chosen to be an 
officer in school or on the street, or you 
have charge of younger children at 
home, you should be as fair as God 
expects kings, presidents, judges, and 
policemen to be. Do not forget to pray 
about it! (Close with prayer for the 
President and other government officers, 
for the children’s sense of fairness when 
they have responsibility, and for obe- 
dience to superior officers.) 


Orono, MAINE. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1958 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address, 


Without Clouds.—He that ruleth over 
men must be just, ruling in the fear of 
God. And he shall be as the light of 
the morning, when the sun riseth, even 
a morning without clouds (2 Sam. 23:3, 
4, Golden Text). There will come a day 
when’ the Sun of Righteousness will 
arise, and that will indeed be, for God's 
people, “a morning without clouds.” As 
T. Dewitt Talmadge said: “O wounded 
hand, grasp the sceptre! oO  thorn- 
pierced brow, wear the crown! 0 
pierced feet, mount the throne!”—Sent 
by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, Sus- 
sex, Eng. 

Walking in His Moccasins.—Judges 
and officers shalt thou make thee in all 
thy gates, which the Lord thy God 
giveth thee, ... and they shall judge the 
people with just judgment (Deut. 16:18). 
B. Frank Belvin says: There was a cus- 
tom among some Indian tribes to ap- 
point judges who went from one village 
to another to try the unlawful. One 
young brave, upon being chosen for this 
important position, sought the guidance 
of Him who judgeth righteously, by 
prayer in the dense, cool forest behind 
his village. With uplifted hands he 
begged, “O Great Maker-of-Men, forbid 
that I judge any man until I have 
walked for two months in his moc 
casins.” The judges in Israel, instead of 
faithfully administering justice, were re- 
sorting to injustice; thereby causing the 
people to feel bitter and vengeful. But 
in his humble way, this young man, like 
Solomon, was asking for an “under- 
standing heart.” He wanted to know 
and understand men and women in all 
walks of life. He wanted not only to 
know of, but literally to experience 
their hardships, their handicaps, theif 
opportunities, their backgrounds, and 
thus be able to judge more wisely. To- 
day too many judges and juries seem 
prejudiced by the wealth, power, and 
prestige of the person being tried, and 
the evidence does not seem to be givel 
proper consideration. But we can rest 
assured that the Judge -of all the earth 
will do right toward everyone who ap- 
pears before Him (Gen. 18:25).—From 
Tom M. Olson, in The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by the Rev. W. P. Shelley, 
Sunbury, Pa. Prize illustration. 
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Lesson for August 10 


Achieving Our Birthright.—That 
which is altogether just shalt thou fol- 
low, that thou mayest live, and inherit 
the land whigh the Lord thy God giveth 
thee (Deut. 16:20). At a crucial point 
in the history of our country a famed 
rabble-rouser complained bitterly to 
Benjamin Franklin that the Constitu- 
tion of the United States was a mock- 
ery. “Where is all that happiness it is 
supposed to guarantee us?” he inquired. 
“All the Constitution guarantees, my 
friend,” the wise old Franklin answered, 
“is the pursuit of happiness. You have 
to catch up with it yourself.” How true 
that is today! The government may be 
asked to hand out lots of things, but it 
cannot grant happiness. God has made 
us for His fellowship, and no amount of 
things will take the place of our birth- 
right—From Capper’s Weekly. Sent by 
M. Irene Jury, Glendale, Calif. 


The Stain of Sin——For I know your 
manifold transgressions and your 
mighty sins (Amos 5:12). A man in 
Fairmont, Minn., had a gas tank in- 
stalled in his back yard. Soon he was 
being plagued by thefts from this tank. 
He rigged up a homemade thief-catcher, 
by fixing up a small charge of explosive 
so when the hose was.lifted from the 
tank it,would go off, spraying the cul- 
prit with hard-to-remove dye. _ It 
worked, and soon the sheriff’s office ar- 
rested a teen-age boy—brightly colored 
—for gasoline theft. We are all brightly 
colored sinners; for sin has the effect of 
spreading an impossible-to-remove dye 
upon all who sin; and this is true of all 
sins, not just stealing—From Now. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. 


Zigzagging Christians—Seek good, 
and not evil, that ye may live: and so 
the Lord, the God of hosts, shall be with 
you, as ye have spoken, (Amos 5:14). 
One day, a farmer drove into town. 
When he stopped at: the little store, his 
dog, tired out, followed him in. The 
dog had followed the farmer’s wagon all 
the way into town. Someone in the 
store blamed the farmer for tiring his 
dog by permitting him to follow him. 
The farmer said, “That dog is not tired 
from following me. He is tired out by 
his zigzagging. There was not an open 
gate, or a hole in the fence that he did 
not run in and explore. It was his zig- 
zagging that tuckered him out!” When 
God’s people of old followed God 
closely, doing His will, all was well with 
them. But when they took an unsteady 
course, zigzagging and going into the 
gates of idolatry, and the gaps of idol 
worship, then they were undone. How 
closely are you following your Lord? 
If you follow Him closely, all will be 
well with you—From Gospel Herald. 
Sent by Mrs. Clarence Jones, Otego, 
= 2. 


Protecting Walls——Whosoever there- 
fore resisteth the power, resisteth the 
ordinance of God: and they that resist 
shall receive to themselves damnation 
(Rom. 13:2). Over in the western part 
of Europe is a country called Holland. 
The land in that country lies very low. 
All along the borders of the sea the peo- 
ple have built high, strong walls, or em- 
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bankments. These keep back the waters 
of the sea from overflowing the land. 
These walls, or dams, are very impor- 
tant to the people of Holland. The 
safety of their lives and property de- 
pends on them. Well, just ‘what these 
walls or embankments are to Holland 
God’s laws are to us. They are intended 
for our protection. When we obey God, 
we are trying to build up those walls 
and strengthen them. But when we dis- 
obey God, we are trying to break down 
those walls—From R. Newton. Sent by 
Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 

A Privilege, Not a Burden.—For for 
this cause pay ye tribute also (Rom. 13: 
6): One of my elders told me about 
calling on a tailor in our community 
recently. The elder said something 
about the high taxes, and the tailor, a 
Polish Jew, putting his finger to his lips, 
said: “Sh-h-h! Don’t say one word about 
taxes. I, for one, am glad to pay them, 
for in the country from which I came, 
unless one had property on which to 
pay taxes, he had no rights at all. He 
had no voice in the government, no free- 
dom, but was denied all the rights that 
even a nontaxpayer has in the United 
States. Being a Jew, I was not allowed 
to attend public school, and we were not 
allowed to worship in our homes, and 
often were forced to unite with the es- 
tablished church before we were per- 
mitted to carry on our _ business. 
Sh-h-h! Don’t complain about paying 
taxes. You ought to be glad that you 
live in a country like this with all its 
liberties which are granted to every- 
body regardless of his race or his own- 
ership of property. I pay mine gladly 
because of the many benefits that I en- 
joy."—From Earnest Worker. Sent by 
B. M. Dobbin, Richmond, Kans. 


x 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


HENEVER a baby is born Mother 
and Daddy wonder what the baby 
will be like when it is grown up. 
Mother probably wishes that her little 
girl would be a great pianist, or a vio- 
linist, or perhaps, best of all, a mission- 
ary. Daddy hopes that his little boy 
will be someone important: a doctor, 
maybe—or better still, the President of 
the United States. What a wonderful 
honor that would be! Daddy possibly 
thinks of it night after night when he 
goes to bed. Imagine having his son 
live in the Washington White House and 
being the most important man in the 
whole United States! P 
Just suppose you did become the 
President of the United States. How 
would you feel? What would be the 
very first thing that you would do? A 
long time ago when you were very tiny, 
President Eisenhower became our 
leader. Right after he was put into 


office he did something that was most 
unusual—something I hope you would 
do should you ever become President. 
He bowed his head and prayed to God. 
By doing this he was letting every per- 
son in his beloved country know that he 
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loved God. At once everyone realized 
that they had a President who would 
not trust in his own understanding, but 
would seek guidance from the true and 
living God of Heaven. How happy the 
Christians were when their President 
showed his dependence upon God! Un- 
fortunately there are many here in 
America who do not trust in the Lord 
and they, I am sorry to say, made fun 
of President Eisenhower. 

It is a very wonderful thing when the 
leader of any country leans on God and 
lets his people know of his faith in the 
Father in Heaven. In the long, long ago 
there was a king who loved God. It is 
too bad to have to tell you that he did 
not love God with all of his heart. We 
are told (1 Kings 3:3) that King Solo- 
mon loved the Lord:and did many of 
the fine things that his father, King 
David, had done. But King Solomon 
had married a foreign woman (an Egyp- 
tian). This was something that God had 
forbidden. King Solomon’s wife wor- 
shiped false, make-believe gods—not the 
true and living God of Heaven. This is 
a thing that God hates (Exod. 20:3, 4). 
It is to be expected then that King Solo- 
mon could not keep others from wor- 
shiping false gods. This was the exact 
opposite of God’s command. 

One night in a dream, God spoke to 
King Solomon. How good is the God of 
Heaven! What mercy He showed on 
King Solomon! Instead of punishing 
him, He was very good to him. God 
said to King Solomon that night, “Ask 
what I shall give thee.” Imagine being 
told by the true, living, holy God of 
Heaven to ask for anything at all. 

King Solomon could have asked for 
money. He could have asked for much 
land. He could have asked for many 
children. Instead, he asked for. some- 
thing which everyone—especially a King 
or a President—needs. Before he asked 
for that thing, he showed what a truly 
humble man he was. He was about 
twenty years old, but before making his 
request he told God, “I am but a little 
child.” He realized, you see, he really 
did not know how to govern God's peo- 
ple. He knew he had a big responsibil- 
ity. He was the king over so many peo- 
ple that, he said, they could not “be 
numbered nor counted for multitude” 
(v. 8). This, then, was his prayer: 
“Give therefore thy servant an under- 
standing heart to judge thy people, that 
I may discern between good and bad” 
(v. 9). Later when Solomon wrote his 
Book of Proverbs he showed again that 
he felt that wisdom was most important 
(Prov. 4:7). Indeed it is important, and 
we are glad that he and President 
Eisenhower were wise enough to ask 
for God’s wisdom. God wants us to 
have His wisdom, too. He promises that 
if anyone at all lacks wisdom, he should 
ask God to give him wisdom (Jas. 1:5, 
6). Boys or girls or grown-ups please 
God when they ask Him for His wisdom. 


MILLERSVILLE, Pa. 
x 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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WANTED: Christian woman to live with and care 
for middle-aged Christian tlewoman, paralyzed, 
in her tiny home on edge of Asheville. The need is 
immediate. This is real missionary work. The invalid 
is a bright follower of the Lord Jesus. Anyone inter- 
ested may contact 

Church Visitor, Asheville Gospel Tabernacle, 
149 Westwood Rd., Beaver Lake, Asheville, N.C. 


WRITERS 
WANTED 


with Christian Writers 
institute Training 


Must have desire to write. Looking 
for men and women who want pro- 
fessional training. People who like 
to earn as they learn; who like to 
study the easy way, by mail. 

Start on your way to a career in 
Christian writing. Free-lance Chris- 
tian writers may add $1,000 or more 
a year to their income. 

Send for free sample lesson. Dis- 
cover how you can get great returns 
on a small investment in a 10-easy- 
lesson .course. Write today. Chris- 
tian Writers Institute, Dept.SS-68, 
33 S. Wacker Drive, Chicago 6; IIL. 























PEWS, PULPIT & CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 


WRITE FOR Fi'ee CATALOG 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON & vo ~S 


- DEPT. 102 SCRANTON 2, P 








This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 555) 

1. No. Nero’s “virtues” were vices! 

2. Because human government is di- 
vinely ordained (Rom. 13:1), and a 
Christian respects the ordinances of 
God. 

3. It blinds eyes and perverts words 
(Deut. 16:19). 

4. There business was transacted and 
legal cases adjudicated. 

5. Life and inheritance of the land 
(Deut. 16:20). ; 

6. Hatred of evil and love of the good 
(Amos 5:15). 

7. Romans 13:4. 

8. Because the evildoer knows that 
he may expect no unwarranted mercy. 

9. For wrath (assurance of punish- 
ment for crime); and for conscience sake 
(inner conviction that such authority is 
divinely instituted and hence right). 

10. They went into captivity in A.D. 
22. 


ALTADENA, CALIF. 


s 


Whatever produces a care in us pro- 
duces God’s care for us—J. N. Darby. 
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Helping or Hurting 
(Continued from second page) 


need to let our tears of sympathy flow 
in the sight of those who are in sorrow 
or in despondency; and to speak words 
of cheer to those whom we would glad- 
den and inspire anew. There are, in- 
deed, 


“Words that weep, and tears that speak.” 


And it is our duty, as it is our privilege, 
to give of such words and such tears to 
those who would perish for their lack. 


(To be continued) 


x 


Roosevelt and Sunday Worship 
(Continued from page 553) 


lifting. “Churches are needed,” he 
claimed, “for all sorts and conditions of 
men under every: kind of circum- 
stances; but surely the largest field of 
usefulness is open to that church in 
which the spirit of brotherhood is a liv- 
ing and vital force and not a cold for- 
mula, in which the rich and poor gather 
together to aid one another in work for 
a common end.” 

When leaving Grace Church one Sun- 
day morning, he said to a friend: 

“After a week of perplexing problems 
and in heated contests, it does so rest 
my soul to come into the house of the 
Lord and worship, and to sing—and 
mean it—the ‘Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord 
God Almighty,’ and to know that He is 
my Father, and takes me up into His 
life and plans; and to commune per- 
sonally with Christ. I am sure I get a 
wisdom not my own, and a superhu- 
man strength, for fighting the moral 
evils I am called to confront.” 


WasHINGTON, D. C. 


s 


With the New Books 





Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 





What About Baptism? By Robert G. 
Rayburn. (Covenant College Press, St. 
Louis: 5; $1.50, cardboard.) The author 
argues that “it certainly is clear that 
sprinkling is a proper, scriptural, God- 
given mode,” and that the infant chil- 
dren of believers are proper subjects of 
baptism. His aim is to present argu- 
ments for these two doctrines in a fash- 
ion that the layman will easily under- 
stand. His appeal is to the Scriptures, 
and he examines the more important 
texts in setting forth his claim. As to 
the subjects, the author argues for the 
unity of the covenant of grace, and 
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therefore the inclusion of infant chil- 
dren in that covenant in both dispensa- 
tions. As a controversialist, the author 
is clear-cut in his statements, and yet 
charitable toward those who differ with 
him. This volume will reward its care- 
ful reader, whether he is protagonist or 
opponent. 


The Book of Leviticus. By Charles F. 
Pfeiffer. (Baker Book House, Grand 
Rapids 6; _Mich., $1.25.) This study 
manual, Volume 2 of the “Shield Bible 
Study Series,” is a trustworthy presen- 
tation of the teachings of Leviticus in 
an expanded outline form. It is not a 
commentary, but there are many help- 
ful points of clarification. Critical prob- 
lems have been by-passed. It is a good 
statement of what Leviticus teaches, and 
should give real assistance to anyone 
desiring to study on his own. A brief 
bibliography is included. 


Preaching and Teaching the New Tes- 
tament. By P. B.. Fitzwater. (Moody 
Press, Chicago 10; $7.95.) The purpose of 
this volume of more than six hundred 
pages is to stimulate Bible preach- 
ing. Actually the book is a very care- 
ful analysis of the entire New Testa- 
ment. A few introductory paragraphs 
set forth the authorship, the theme, and 
a general analysis of each book of the 
New Testament, before treating the 
book in detail. The rest of the material 
consists of a very complete outline of 
each chapter or section, with summaries 
of the truth contained in each division, 
or portion of Scripture contained in that 
division. Each division may contain 
anywhere from one sentence to several 
verses. Following each heading or sub- 
heading there is from one to five or six 
sentences of condensed interpretation. 
Just enough to convey the main facts 
set forth in that portion of Scripture. 
This method is pursued throughout the 
entire volume. It is not a volume of 
tailor-made sermon outlines, but rather 
a source book from which there will 
emerge a multitude of sermons and ser- 
mon suggestions. It will prove very 
beneficial to those who want to do some 
real expository preaching, particularly 
in the early years of ministry. It will 
be especially helpful in connection with 
a series of consecutive expositions cov- 
ering a book of the New Testament. It 
is very obvious that this volume is the 
product of a lifetime of careful and de- 
voted study of the Bible, and it will be 
helpful, not.only to preachers, professors, 
and Sunday school teachers, but to all 
who would have a better understanding 
of the Word of God. It is distinctly 
evangelical, and is recommended with- 
out reservation. 


Green Leaf in Drought-Time. By 
Isobel Kuhn. (Moody Press, Chicago 10; 
$2.50.) Some six hundred missionaries 
of the China Inland Mission were mirac- 
ulously enabled to escape from Com- 
munist China in the years 1950 and 1951. 
The author of this booék was one of them, 
and, with her . six-year-old son, she 


“slipped over China’s back — fence.” 


About this time, a missionary couple in 
China, Arthur and Wilda Mathews, re- 











see t 
will, 
no of 
gives 
do o1 
Will 








, = - ea a eer 


Se oS 6 














Lesson for August 10 





ceived an invitation to take the Gospel 
to the long-neglected Mongols in China’s 
far northwest. As others were fleeing 
the country, these two with their baby 
daughter were convinced that it was 
God’s will for them to enter the north- 
west. They were met by the Chinese 
pastor, and shown the large house that 
was to be theirs. They worked hard to 
make it livable, but the Communists 
stepped in and told them only a small 
portion was for their use. They were 
forbidden . almost everything. They 
could not have meetings outside the com- 
pound, nor give out tracts, nor dispense 
medicines. Soon they were forbidden 
to speak to anyone outside the com- 
pound, and everyone was forbidden to 
speak to them, a spy being placed in 
their home to see that this prohibition 
was obeyed. There are many revealing 
glimpses into the workings of Com- 
munism. 

The missionaries wrote many letters 
home, letters they knew were being 
opened and censored, but they were so 
cleverly written and filled with Scrip- 
ture that only the home folks could de- 
cipher the meaning. These were care- 
fully gathered together, and the author, 
herself having lived in China under 
some such circumstances, could interpret 
them truly. She has woven together the 
amazing story of the trials of these con- 
secrated missionaries, and how wonder- 
fully the Word of God met their need. 
They were behind the Bamboo Curtain, 
but consciously under the “Feather Cur- 
tain of God” (Psa. 91:4), until, after 
three years of trial, they were able to 
make their exit. Only the Spirit-in- 
spired genius of the author could make 
of this true story the blessedly thrilling 
and heart-warming chronicle of what 
Christian missionaries can endure. In 
addition to the spiritual lessons with 
which the book is enriched, it is prob- 
ably the most revealing recital of some 
of the inner workings of the Communist 
regime, such as the handling of money 
matters, and the infamous “accusation 
meetings,” in which fellow Christians 
were compelled to spy and to lie. 


Salute Thy Soul. By Clarence Ed- 
ward Macartney. (Abingdon Press, 
Nashville 2, Tenn., $2.) Last words, es- 
pecially when they are known to be 
such, are sometimes singularly impres- 
Sive and full of meaning. As Dr. 
Macartney was lying on his bed of pain 
on Sunday morning, two days before he 
died, he said to his brother Robertson, 
who was leaving his bedside to preach 
in a nearby church, “Put all the Bible 
you can into it.” 

For fifty years this author put all the 
Bible he could into his sermons. In 
this last volume of thirteen messages, 
his advice to the reader is, “Salute thy 








It settles many perplexities when we 
see that we are here simply to do God’s 


will, when we can say, “I am here for ° 


no other purpose than to do what God 
gives me to do.” It is when we want to 
do our own will that we get confused.— 
Will Houghton. 
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soul!” He recognizes that “the soul 
emerges as the great thing in man.” He 
asks him to face the disaster that has 
overtaken his soul. Thus he leads him 
to the purpose of this volume. That 
purpose is to behold Christ as He weeps 
over souls and comes to seek and to 
save that which is lost. Vividly, along 
with Francis Thompson, Dr. Macartney 
pictures Christ as “The Hound of 
Heaven.” He is the Conqueror of Cal- 
vary, over whose throne is the rainbow. 
As he explains to us the “mystery of 
Christ,” he clearly shows that Christ is 
the only one who can straighten out the 
tangle of this world by His coming 
again. The subject of his closing ser- 
mon, “The Everlasting Gospel,” has al- 
ways been the burden of his message. 
This volume is a fitting climax to the 
long list of his books. He has searched 
the Word for his message, and he has 
sought out man’s greatest literature in 
order to illustrate that Word. 


s 


Times Back Copies Wanted 


REQUENTLY the Tres has in- 

formed its readers of needs for 
back copies of the paper, especially on 
foreign mission fields where the Inter- 
national Sunday School Lessons are 
used one year later than in America. A 
good friend of the Troves has offered to 
send to readers, who may have back 
copies for distribution, the name and ad- 
dress of a missionary who has need of 
such issues. If you have back issues of 
the Trues that you would like to put to 
use in this way, please address: 


“Mr. W. Archie Caine, 
Goodrich Road, R.F.D. 1, 
Elmwood 10, Conn. 


Since these issues are desired largely 
for the Sunday school lesson material 
in them, it is presumed that consecutive 
issues rather than scattered copies 
would be most serviceable. 

Please do not write the Troves for 
these addresses, and do not send your 
back copies either to the Tres or to 
Mr. Caine, but write Mr. Caine and he 
will then give you the proper address 
to which the back copies should be 
mailed. No doubt a stamped and self- 
addressed envelope would be appre- 
ciated by Mr. Caine. 


x 


The Sunday School Times 
Lesson List for 1959 


AVE you discovered what a valua- 

ble tool THe Sunpay ScHoo. TrMeEs 
International Uniform Lesson List can 
be in your class or school? The list of 
1959 lessons is now ready. Many super- 
intendents and teachers have found in 
other years that these lists in the hands 
of each pupil can be a real encourage- 
ment toward lesson preparation at 
home. When .used in the regular Sun- 
day school sessions instead of lesson 
leaflets, they may stimulate pupils to 
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THE LITTLE BOOKS 


; by June Morgan 
“The story of Dang, a boy of Thailand. The style 
and length (64 pages) make it just right for reading 
aloud to young children.”"—-The Sunday School 
Times. 

Board cover, 75< 

CHINA INLAND MISSION BOOK DEPT. 

237 West School: Lane Philadelphia 44, Pa. 








SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


white Christians to take more interest in 
helping young Negroes ‘in the Gospel of 
Christ? Let Carver Bible Institute be 
your agent. We conduct: 

Bible school, day and t classes; free 
correspondence iterature distri- 
bution. We invite your investigation. 

Prayer helpers urgently needed. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 














DEAF AFRICANS 
“How shall they hear?” 
Romans 10:13-15 


These little-known and f peseaes people urgently 
need your prayers and aid. 
Send inquiries or —e- to: 


Christian Mission for Deaf Africans 
11704 Griggs, Detroit 4, Michigan, U.S.A. 


Ask Yourself — “IF | DON'T 
HELP JEWS, WHO WILL?” 


We urgently need your help to sustain our minis’ 





to Jews during the lean summer months. gi 
may mean th and spiritual 
salvation to some needy Jew in Europe, in Israel, 


or North Africa, Mexico, Australia, or here in 
America. Pray for us, and share as the Lord may lead. 


Till further notice we are offering Free 
4 . 








of your copies by subscribing toeey. 
ay 4 Gartenhaus, D.D., Litt.D., President 

. Robert G. Lee, Ph.D., Chairman, Advisory Council 
OF. pest President, Southern — am 





Box 1256, Atlanta 1, Ga 





use the Bible itself rather than printed 
excerpts from it. Some superintendents 
find the list convenient to hand to sub- 
stitute teachers as a guide for their les- 
son preparation. 

The 1959 Lesson List is once again 
offered in convenient, pocket-size form. 
It lists all the International Uniform 
Lessons in the year in chronological or- 
der. Over-all lesson titles are given, 
with the Scripture references and Gol- 
den Texts and devotional readings., 
Specific topics for the various depart- 
ments of the Sunday scliool are also 
shown, with the Scripture reference for 
each, where these differ from the over- 
all Scriptures. 

Why not order a supply of the 1958 
Lesson List now and have them ready 
for next year’s use? The closing weeks 
of the year are often crowded—and for- 
getful—and ordering now will insure 
having your lists in good time. They 
may be had ‘for 20 cents a copy, $2 a 
dozen, or $16 a hundred, from The Sun- 
day School Times Company, 325 N. 13th 
St., Philadelphia 5. 
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YOU MAY HAVE A COPY OF THIS BOOK 


without money cost 


for only THREE NEW 13-weeks subscriptions to the TIMES at $1 
each. 


THE LAW OF LIBERTY 
in the SPIRITUAL LIFE 


by EVAN H. HOPKINS 


Truly a classic on holy living 
and the deepening of the spir- 
itual life. 


For 40 years the author, a minister 


leading speaker and Council mem- 
ber of the British Keswick Con- 
vention. 

This book has been regarded as the 
Convention’s textbook, said Mr. Fred 


Mitchell, its former chairman. 





Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas stated: 
“By far the best book available on 
the subject of Holiness.” 


The regular selling price of this 128 
page clothbound book is $1.50, post- 
paid, from your bookstore or from 
The Sunday School Times Co. 





One of our readers has written us: “I want to commend you 
for publishing this book as I believe the body of truth it contains 
is the most neglected teaching in our day next to the Gospel. 
This book has been a great blessing to me.” 





.HOW YOU CAN GET THIS BOOK 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES will give one copy of this book for every 
THREE NEW 13-weeks subscriptions to the TIMES at $1 each (Canada, $1.10 
U.S.A. dollars). 


A post card mentioning this offer will bring you some sample copies of the 
TIMES, an order blank, and circulars. 


When you have obtained the NEW subscriptions, send the names and 
addresses (with zone numbers) with a remittance of $1 (Canada, $1.10) for each 
NEW 13-weeks subscription. Upon receipt, the names go on our mailing list and 
your copy (or copies) of this book will be sent to you immediately, on the basis 
of one book for every three subscriptions. Send all subscriptions at one time and 
mention this offer. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
325 North 13th Street - - - - - Philadelphia 5, Pa. 


of the Church of England, was a~ 
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Reprints of J. Edgar Hoover's 
Sunday School Article 


IMES readers will remember the 
excellent article, “The Role of the 
Sunday School,” published in the Truss, 
February 23, 1957, in which John Edgar 
Hoover, Director of the F.B.1., told why 
the Sunday school is needed today. 
This is available in reprint form and 
is suitable for neighborhood distribu- 
tion in membership drives, or in prep- 
aration for Rally Day or other special 
occasions. It is a message also suitable 
for pupils to take home to parents. 
The reprints are on a single sheet, 
8% x11 inches, with ample space on the 
reverse side for the imprint of your 
church or Sunday school and an invita- 
tion to your services. The modest cost 
makes possible a wide distribution. 
Copies may be had, postpaid, at 3 
cents each; 25 cents a dozen; $1.50 a 
hundred; $6 for five hundred; or $10 
a thousand. Address The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 N. 13th St., Phila- 
delphia 5. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, August 10 


2. Confidentially—Have You Heard? 
(Zech. 8:16, 17; Rom. 13:7-10) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

OBABLY most of us have at some 
time or other played that party 
game called “Gossip,” in which the 
leader whispers into the ear of the one 
sitting next to him some simple state- 
ment. That individual, in turn, whispers 
what he thinks he heard to the next 
person, and so the whispered statement 
goes around the circle until it returns 
to the one who started it. It is amazing 
to see how difficult it is for any message 
to reach its destination without being 
garbled. The result is often ludicrous, 
but it should be sobering, too, in re- 
vealing the fact that most gossip, after 
it has passed the lips of several persons, 
is likely to be inaccurate and often un- 
true. 
4 
God has forbidden, in the Ninth Com- 
mandment, the bearing of false witness, 
or the repeating of untrue statements 
about another (Exod. 20:16); and in 
Proverbs 12:22 we read that “lying lips 
are abomination to the Lord: but they 
that deal truly are his delight.” The 
fact that the gossiper may not intend to 
lie does not alter the fact that when he 
passes statements on, the truth of which 
lie cannot vouch for, he is, in effect, 
lying. 
ye 
Gossip is harmful because, even when 
a statement may be true, it is usually 
unkind and unloving to pass it on, and 
thus is directly contrary to the principle 








Arch 


Advi 


laid | 
ever 
you, 
12). 


tion, 
mone 
back 


hity, 

sprea 
a thi 
but s 
helpi: 


most 
And 
that 


to th 
wron 
from 


woul 
cast | 
youn, 
his v 
ploye 
oppo! 








he 
he 


‘ar 
hy 
iy. 
nd 


p- 
ial 
le 


et, 
he 


a- 
st 


10 
ol 


= rP OOo ease anarum” 


oO e's a 


lesson for August 10 


The Sunday School Times 


Pamir E. Howarp, JR. 
President and Editor 








Harry J. JAEGER 
Executive Vice-President and Secretary 





HERBERT A. FRYLING 
Treasurer 





JoHN W. LANE, JR. 
Associate Editor 





Correspondence Editor: E. May RIcKaRps 
Archaeological Editor: JosepH P. FREE, 
Ph.D. 


Advertising Manager: 
H. TruMBULL Howarp 





Former President 
Pure E. Howarp, 1903-1946 
Former Editors , 
H. Cray TRUMBULL, 1875-1903 
' Cuar.es G. TRUMBULL, 1903-1941 





Subscription Rates 
Stated in U.S.A. dollars 

$4.00 One copy, or any number of copies 
less than five, $4.00 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, U.S.A., $15.00. 
Canada, $4.25 each; foreign, $5.00 
each. 

$3.00 Five or more copies, either to sep- 
arate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $3.00 each, per year. 
Canada, $3.25 each; foreign, $4.00 
each. 

The Sunday School Times Company 

325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 








laid down by the Lord Jesus, “Whatso- 
ever ye would that men should do to 
you, do ye even so to them” (Matt. 7: 
12). 
we 

A young man, in a moment of tempta- 
tion, used some of his employer’s 
money. He fully intended to pay it 
back and undoubtedly would have done 
so. However, before he had opportu- 
nity, someone found out about it and 
spread a report that this young man was 
a thief. The report, literally, was true, 
but spreading it prevented a friend from 
helping this young man iin his time of 
need. It wrecked his reputation. It al- 
most broke the heart of his mother. 
And it seriously interfered with helping 
that young man to avoid further mis- 
takes. Now let us not misunderstand 
to the extent of condoning or concealing 
wrongdoing, or withholding information 
from those that should have it. The 
kind and Christian course, however, 
would have been—rather than to broad- 
cast the information—to have given the 
young man an opportunity to confess 








his wrongdoing to Géd and to his em- 
ployer and to be forgiven and given an 
Opportunity to set things straight. 

se 
The love of Christ in the heart suffers 
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long and is kind (1 Cor. 13:4). It re- 
joices not in iniquity (v. 6). Instead of 
exposing the faults and shortcomings of 
others, the love of Christ in the heart 
covers (1 Pet. 4:8). 
we 
However, while gossip may indeed 
have a terrible effect on others, its effect 
upon the one who indulges in it is even 
worse. It has been well said: “Never 
throw mud. You may _miss your mark, 
but you will have dirty hands.” James 
3:6 warns us that an _ evil-speaking 
tongue .“defileth [blots or stains] the 
whole body.” Every evil word leaves 
its mark upon the character, and a gos- 
siping tongue can become the very 
agent of hell itself. 
; we 
What is more, gossip brands the one 
who stoops to it as empty and insincere. 
A well-known make of fountain pen 
used to be sold with the instructions, 
“When this pen flows too freely, it is a 
sign that it is nearly empty, and should 
be filled.” The tongue that flows too 
freely with gossip is a sign that the 
owner needs to be filled with the Holy 
Spirit. 
we 
This brings us to the consideration of 
what is the remedy, if we find we are 
indulging in gossip. In James 3:8 we 
read that “the tongue can no man tame; 
it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poi- 
son.” It requires “the wisdom that is 
from above” which is “first pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, and easy to be in- 
treated, full of mercy and good fruits, 
without partiality, and without hypoc- 
risy” (Jas. 3:17). Each of us needs the 
fruit of the indwelling Spirit in the life 
(Gal. 5:22, 23) if every thought and 
every word are to be brought into sub- 
jection to Christ. 
we 


Charles H. Spurgeon had some ex- 
cellent advice in this matter of gossip. 
He said, “When you hear an ill report 
about anyone, halve it, then, quarter it, 
and then say nothing about the rest.” 
Let us trust God to set a watch over our 
lips, and to keep them from evil and 
from speaking guile (Psa. 141:3; 34:13). 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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Children at Home 





The “Stupid” Houseboy 
A true story 
By Hilda V. Richardson 


IHEM’S thin body was bent over as 

he made Chinese picture writing on 
the ground with a pointed stick. He 
heard two voices talking to Missionary 
Morris. They were talking so loud 
Chem could not close his ears to what 
they were saying. 

“Why did you choose Chem to be your 
houseboy?” one voice asked. “He is stu- 
pid! He cannot read!” 

‘The other voice added, “Chem is a 
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Look how he draws on the 


‘ 


numbskull! 
ground.” : 

Both men laughed as though it were 
a very funny joke. 

“Chem will learn to read,” said Mis- 
sionary Morris’s kind voice. “Jesus 
wrote on the ground. I see nothing stu- 
pid about Chem’s writing on the ground. 
I am satisfied with his work, and I know 
of no educated Chinese who loves Jesus 
more than Chem.” 

Chem was a hotiseboy at the mission 
station. He ran errands and did chores 
and was very happy at his work. 

Long before Chem came to the mis- 
sion station, orphaned and alone in the 
world, he had searched for the “truth” 
in many places. According to Buddhist 
teaching he made pilgrimages, crawling 
on his hands and knees for miles to 
reach some shrine. Chem saw many 
others faint along the wayside. By the 
time he reached the shrine he was al- 
most starving. As he sat on the steps 
of the shrine he wondered, “Is this the 
‘true’ way to be saved?” He had done 
penance and visited many temples, paid 
tribute money to greedy priests, but still 
he had not found the “truth” for which 
he was so earnestly seeking. 

Then one day when passing through a 
village he heard a colporteur explaining 
the Gospel message to a group of Chi- 
nese people in the street. 

“That is the ‘truth’!” Chem cried, 
clasping his thin hands in gratitude. 
“Something inside of me says, ‘Chem, 
that is the “truth” for which you've 
searched-so long.’” 

Chem followed the colporteur- along 
the village street and tugged at his 
sleeve. “Please wait,” he begged. “I'd 
like to buy a book.” He paid one hun- 
dred fifty brass “cash”—equal to five 
cents in American money—for a New 
Testament. It was all the money Chem 
had and+he had earned it working for a 
farmer who was setting up his stall on 
the village street. 

Chem found a shady place beneath a 
tree beside the road and sat down to 
examine his new book. After thumb- 
ing through its pages he realized, “I 
cannot read a word! I cannot even tell 
one character from another or if the 
book is upside down or not!” Then after 
serious thinking he decided with deter- 
mination, “I will learn to read the ‘truth’ 
Book!”. 

Chem carried his New Testament with 
him, asking people whom he met what 
the characters meant. After a few 
weeks and by some queer method all 
his own, he learned to read the verses 
the colporteur read in the street. 

“I like the place that says, ‘For by 
grace are ye saved through faith; and 
that not of yourselves: it is the gift of 
God: not of works, lest any man should 
boast,’ said Chem thoughtfully. 

One day when Chem was extra tired 
and hungry, he saw a foreigner work- 
ing in a neat vegetable garden. As 
Chem came nearer he noticed that the 
man’s eyes were blue and his hair the 
color of rice stubble. 

“Can I do some work in exchange for 
food?” he asked, leaning wearily against 
the fence. 
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“Yes, you can sort these tomatoes,” 
offered the foreigner as he eyed Chem’s 
thin face and shabby clothes. “Put the 
big ones here and the small ones here.” 

Chem thought the man had the kind- 
est voice he had ever heard. 

He climbed over the fence into the 
neat vegetable garden, but before he 
had time to begin sorting tomatoes his 
head began to whirl, his knees buckled 
under him, and he crumpled into a heap 
on the ground. 

When Chem opened his eyes he asked 
the smiling, foreign lady bending over 
him, “Where am I?” 

“You are at the Christian mission sta- 
tion,” she explained as she fed him with 
delicious hot broth. 

“Then you must be the people I’ve 
heard about who teach the ‘truth,’” 
said Chem. 

“We teach the Bible,” she replied, 
“God’s Word. It is indeed the truth.” 

Chem sighed as he lay back on the 
soft, white pillow and fell into an ex- 
hausted sleep, a happy smile on his thin, 
tired face. 

“I need a houseboy,” said Missionary 
Morris one day when Chem was stronger 
and able to be up and about. “How 
would you like to be my houseboy?” 

“I would like it fine,” answered Chem, 
eagerly. 

Chem worked willingly and well at 
his chores in the garden and around the 
house. In his spare time he wrote in 
the sand till he had learned the Chinese 
words. There are fifty thousand sepa- 
rate Chinese characters in the language, 
but only four hundred eighteen sounds. 

After Chem had been houseboy at the 
mission station for several months, Mis- 
sionary Morris announced, “We are go- 
ing to a distant village to start a new 
mission station. We will be gone sev- 
eral weeks. Take care of the house and 
keep on with your studies.” _ 

While they were gone, Chem studied 
harder than ever. “I wish I had some- 
one to tell me the meaning of new 
characters,” pondered Chem. 

“No Chinese scholar will help an ig- 
norant boy like me to study the Bible,” 
Chem said. “But I have an idea!” He 
went to the fashionable tea houses 
where scholars gathered. He drew char- 
acters that he did not know the meaning 
of on the ground. When the scholar, out 
of curiosity, looked to see what he was 
doing, Chem asked, “Do you’ know what 
this character is?” : 

The challenge was always enough to 
make him tell the name of the character 
and Chem added it to his growing 
knowledge of the Chinese language. 

Several years later the stupid, numb- 
skull houseboy began to teach others. 
A Bible class was started with mer- 
chants, laborers, soldiers, and even the 
village schoolteacher as pupils. 

Often it was after midnight when the 
class broke up, and many times Chem 
prayed alone the rest of the night for 
his pupils, individually, that they would 
give their hearts to the Lord. The first 
one to respond was the schoolteacher! 

Chem, respected by all the villagers, 
was called the “teacher of the ‘truth’ 
Book.” 
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“He is a smart young man,” said a 
friend of Missionary Morris. 

“He is the houseboy whon. yu called 
stupid because he wrote Chinese char- 
acters in the sand when he was learning 
to read,” explained the missionary. 

“It seems impossible!” exclaimed the 
man. “He is such a fine teacher.” 

“I’m glad I kept him, an uneducated 
houseboy, rather than an educated hea- 
then,” said Missionary Morris, proudly. 
“It was God’s plan that he should find 
the ‘truth’ and teach it.” 


Santa Cruz, CALIF. 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





oy Bible Readings on the International 
ssons, issued a the International 
Sunday School sson Committee. 


August 4 to 10 


Mon., Aug. 4—Deut. 16:18-20. 
Justice in Government 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Judges and of- 
ficers shalt thou make thee in all thy 
gates ... and they shall judge the peo- 
ple with just judgment.” God, in His 
Word, indicates clearly the negative and 
positive duties of public officials. Neg- 
atively they must avoid unrighteous- 
ness; positively they must do only what 
is just and good. Christian citizens have 
more to do with the morality of gov- 
ernment than they may think. Their 
obedience in all lawful matters with 
moral suasion, and especially prayer for 
all who are in authority, aré major con- 
tributions to good government. Pray 
for your local city officials. 


Tues., Aug. 5.—2 Sam. 23:1-7. 
“Ruling in the Fear of God.” 
PRAYER SuccesTions: “He that ruleth 
over men must be just, ruling in the 
fear of God:” The duties of public of- 
ficials were, formerly more than now, 
preached from pulpits and stressed at 
their accession to office. The divinely 
imposed duties they are to perform re- 
quire fear of God (see Rom. 13:1-5). 
God calls upon all public officials (and 
they need to be reminded of it) to 
“serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice 
with trembling”; and to “kiss the Son, 
lest he be angry, and ye perish from 
the way, when his wrath is kindled but 
a little” (Psa. 2:11, 12). Pray for the 
mayor of your city. 


Wed., Aug. 6.—1 Kings 3:1-9. 
Prayer for Wisdom. 
Prayer Succestions: “Give therefore 
thy servant an understanding heart... 
that I may discern between good and 
bad.” Literally Solomon asked God for 
a “heart that hearkeneth.” His books of 
Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Solo- 
mon by their discernment of the differ- 
ence between “good and bad,” their 


fame as literature for more than three 
thousand_years, and their place in God’s 
imperishable Book, let all the world see 
that God answered Solomon’s prayer. 
Do you get answers to your prayers? 
Pray for that spirit of humility which 
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makes one lean upon God, for wisdom 
and grace to live grandly for God. 


Thurs., Aug. 7.—1 Kings 3:10-15. 
God’s Answer, 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “The speech 
pleased the Lord, that Solomon had 
asked this thing. And God said unto 
him . .. I have given thee a wise and an 
understanding heart; so that there wags 
none like thee before thee, neither after 
thee shall any arise like unto thee.” 
That God did just that for Solomon is 
a matter of universal knowledge. Cen- 
turies prove Solomon’s superiority in 
wisdom. The testimony of Christ to this 
fact, and the place it has in Holy Writ 
also prove it to be so. In Christ, the 
fount of all wisdom and knowledge, we 
have “a greater than Solomon.” Pray 
for grace to give your best hours to your 
infinitely wise Lord, for His words are 
spirit and they are life. 


Fri., Aug. 8—Amos 5:10-15. 
Hating Evil, Leving Good. 
Prayer Succestions: “Hate the evil, 
and love the good.” God’s prophet 
called upon sinning Israel to abandon 
evil and cleave to that which was good.’ 
His words fell on dull ears. In our time 
the calling of professing Christians to 
“live soberly, righteously, and godly” in 
this evil time is meeting also with very 
little success. Spiritual verities and 
values are passed up by the majority 
of professing Christians. There is more 
interest in the form of godliness thai 
in its power. Pray for a_ spiritual 
awakening among the godly remnant in 
the churches. 


Sat., Aug. 9.—Rom. 13:1-7. 
Obligations of Citizenship. 
Prayer Succestions: “Let every soul 
be subject unto the higher powers.” 
Our duties as citizens can be found out 
easily by consulting the Scriptures. 
The more we live in the Word, the more 
likely we are to love our country as we 
ought, and fulfill our duty as citizens. 
Only when government demands con- 
flict with those of God, are we war- 
ranted in ignoring imposed rules and 
regulations. In which case we “ought to 
obey God rather than men.” As‘ Chris- 
tians let us make it our care to be the 
most exemplary citizens.” Pray for 
your country, that God may be honored 
by those in authority. 


Sun., Aug. 10.—Isa. 9:2-7. 
The Eternal Governor. 
Prayer Succestions: “Of the increase 
of his government and peace there shall 
be no end.” That this refers to Christ is 
clear from the honors given to Him in 
connection with His nature, works, and 
authority. Readers of the first chapters 
of John, Hebrews, and of Revelation, 
know ‘surely that Christ is king, and 
Lord of lords, and shall reign forever 
and ever. The text above speaks of the 
growth and great glory of Christ’s com- 
ing Kingdom. All else sinks into noth- 
ingness in comparison with His personal 
and Kingdom glories. Pray that you 
may frequently, in fellowship with 
angels and all the saints in Glory, wof- 
ship at His feet. 
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